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Enumerations
A kind of detective story, relating a cranky amateur
scholar's search for the truth about Gustave Flaubert,
and the obsession of this detective whose life seems
to oddly mirror those of Flaubert's characters. From
the Trade Paperback edition.

Half-Blood Blues
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Grotesque visionary Sir Jack Pitman has an idea. Since
most people are too lazy to travel from landmark to
landmark, why not simplify things and create a new
England on the Isle of Wight? Unfortunately, his idea
is a huge success, and the resulting theme park
threatens to supersede the original. Called England,
England, it has all the elements of "Old England" in
one convenient location. Wander into the new
Sherwood Forest and you may spot Robin Hood and
his now sexually ambiguous Merrie Men. Or take a
stroll to see Stonehenge and Anne Hathaway's
Cottage, enjoy a ploughman's lunch atop the White
Cliffs of Dover, then pop over to see the Royals, now
on contract to Sir Jack, in their scaled-down version of
Buckingham Palace. Every detail has been
considered: even the postcards come pre-stamped!
Julian Barnes' first novel in six years is a ferociously
funny examination of the search for authenticity and
truth in a fabricated world.

Homage to Hemingway
Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground is an ethnographic
account of the impacts of climate change in
Shishmaref, Alaska. In this small Iupiaq community,
flooding and erosion are forcing community members
to consider relocation as the only possible solution for
long-term safety. However, a tangled web of policy
obstacles, lack of funding, and organizational
challenges leaves the community without a clear way
forward, creating serious questions of how to
maintain cultural identity under the new climate
regime. Elizabeth Marino analyzes this unique and
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grounded example of a warming world as a
confluence of political injustice, histories of
colonialism, global climate change, and contemporary
development decisions. The book merges theoretical
insights from disaster studies, political analysis, and
passages from field notes into an eminently readable
text for a wide audience. This is an ethnography of
climate change; a glimpse into the lived experiences
of a global phenomenon.

The Noise of Time
In The Woman Next Door, New York Times bestselling
novelist Barbara Delinsky delivers her most engaging
novel to date, a story of trust, jealousy, and the
struggle to keep love alive. On a charming cul-de-sac
in suburban Connecticut, three close-knit couples find
their long-cherished harmony undone when a lovely,
younger neighbor, widowed a year ago and
presumably still unattached, becomes pregnant. Who
is the father? Could it be one of the husbands? One by
one, the couples turn inward, taking stock of their
marriages and of the loyalties that perhaps have been
taken too much for granted. In each case this close
scrutiny reveals a weakness, and for each wife the
situation becomes the kind of crisis that forces her to
make a decision, one that will result in either the
strengthening or the dissolution of her marriage.
Filled with suspense, surprises, and the kind of
insights into the minds and hearts of her characters
that have won Barbara Delinsky a huge and loyal
following, The Woman Next Door is an ingenious
portrait of suspicion and deception, faith and love.
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Faithful Performances
By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone
Clocks | Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize A
postmodern visionary and one of the leading voices in
twenty-first-century fiction, David Mitchell combines
flat-out adventure, a Nabokovian love of puzzles, a
keen eye for character, and a taste for mind-bending,
philosophical and scientific speculation in the tradition
of Umberto Eco, Haruki Murakami, and Philip K. Dick.
The result is brilliantly original fiction as profound as it
is playful. In this groundbreaking novel, an influential
favorite among a new generation of writers, Mitchell
explores with daring artistry fundamental questions of
reality and identity. Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with
Adam Ewing, an American notary voyaging from the
Chatham Isles to his home in California. Along the
way, Ewing is befriended by a physician, Dr. Goose,
who begins to treat him for a rare species of brain
parasite. . . . Abruptly, the action jumps to Belgium in
1931, where Robert Frobisher, a disinherited bisexual
composer, contrives his way into the household of an
infirm maestro who has a beguiling wife and a nubile
daughter. . . . From there we jump to the West Coast
in the 1970s and a troubled reporter named Luisa
Rey, who stumbles upon a web of corporate greed
and murder that threatens to claim her life. . . . And
onward, with dazzling virtuosity, to an inglorious
present-day England; to a Korean superstate of the
near future where neocapitalism has run amok; and,
finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron Age Hawaii in the last
days of history. But the story doesn’t end even there.
The narrative then boomerangs back through
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centuries and space, returning by the same route, in
reverse, to its starting point. Along the way, Mitchell
reveals how his disparate characters connect, how
their fates intertwine, and how their souls drift across
time like clouds across the sky. As wild as a
videogame, as mysterious as a Zen koan, Cloud Atlas
is an unforgettable tour de force that, like its
incomparable author, has transcended its cult classic
status to become a worldwide phenomenon. Praise for
Cloud Atlas “[David] Mitchell is, clearly, a genius. He
writes as though at the helm of some perpetual
dream machine, can evidently do anything, and his
ambition is written in magma across this novel’s
every page.”—The New York Times Book Review “One
of those how-the-holy-hell-did-he-do-it? modern
classics that no doubt is—and should be—read by any
student of contemporary literature.”—Dave Eggers
“Wildly entertaining . . . a head rush, both actionpacked and chillingly ruminative.”—People “The novel
as series of nested dolls or Chinese boxes, a puzzlebook, and yet—not just dazzling, amusing, or clever
but heartbreaking and passionate, too. I’ve never
read anything quite like it, and I’m grateful to have
lived, for a while, in all its many worlds.”—Michael
Chabon “Cloud Atlas ought to make [Mitchell] famous
on both sides of the Atlantic as a writer whose
fearlessness is matched by his talent.”—The
Washington Post Book World “Thrilling . . . One of the
biggest joys in Cloud Atlas is watching Mitchell sashay
from genre to genre without a hitch in his dance
step.”—Boston Sunday Globe “Grand and elaborate . .
. [Mitchell] creates a world and language at once
foreign and strange, yet strikingly familiar and
intimate.”—Los Angeles Times From the Hardcover
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edition.

Talking Pictures
Analyzes in detail the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John to understand how meaning is concealed
and how it is revealed

End of History and the Last Man
Brilliantly imagined and irresistibly readable, Arthur &
George is a major new novel from Julian Barnes, a
wonderful combination of playfulness, pathos and
wisdom. Searching for clues, no one would ever guess
that the lives of Arthur and George might intersect.
Growing up in shabby-genteel nineteenth-century
Edinburgh, Arthur is saddled with a dad who is a
disgrace and a mum he wishes to protect, and is
propelled into a life of action. To his astonishment, his
career as a self-made man of letters brings him riches
and fame and, in the world at large, he becomes the
perfect picture of the honourable English gentlemen.
George is irredeemably an outsider, and has no hope
of becoming such a picture. Though he’s dogged and
logical, a vicar’s son from rural Staffordshire, he is set
apart, and he and his family are targeted in his
boyhood by a poison-pen campaign. George finds safe
harbour in the reliability of rules, and grows up to
become a solicitor, putting his faith in the insulating
value of British justice. Then crisis upsets the uneasy
equilibrium of both men’s lives. Arthur is knocked for
a loop by guilt and other dishonourable emotions.
George is put to the sorest test, accused of a horrible
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crime. And from that point on their lives weave
together in the most profound and surprising way, as
each man becomes the other’s salvation. Arthur &
George is a masterful novel about low crime and high
spirituality, guilt and innocence, identity, nationality
and race. Most of all, it’s a profound and witty
meditation on the fateful differences between what
we believe, what we know and what we can prove.
George and his father pray together, kneeling side by
side on the scrubbed boards. Then George climbs into
bed while his father locks the door and turns out the
light. As he falls asleep, George sometimes thinks of
the floor, and how his soul must be scrubbed just as
the boards are scrubbed. Father is not an easy
sleeper, and has a tendency to groan and wheeze.
Sometimes, in the early morning, when dawn is
beginning to show at the edges of the curtains, Father
will catechize him. "George, where do you live?" "The
Vicarage, Great Wyrley." "And where is that?"
"Staffordshire, Father." "And where is that?" "The
centre of England." "And what is England, George?"
"England is the beating heart of the Empire, Father."
"Good. And what is the blood that flows through the
arteries and veins of the Empire to reach even its
farthest shore?" "The Church of England." "Good,
George." And after a while Father will begin to groan
and wheeze again. George watches the outline of the
curtain harden. He lies there thinking of arteries and
veins making red lines on the map of the world,
linking Britain to all the places coloured pink:
Australia and India and Canada and islands dotted
everywhere. He thinks of blood bubbling though these
tubes and emerging in Sydney, Bombay, the St.
Lawrence Waterway. Bloodlines, that is a word he has
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heard somewhere. With the pulse of blood in his ears,
he begins to fall asleep again. —excerpt from Arthur
& George

One Plastic Bag
A recently bereaved woman takes walks in an Italian
village, reflecting on loss and the Italy of her youth.

Sense Of An Ending
WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE© IN LITERATURE 2013
A New York Times Notable Book A Washington Post
Notable Work of Fiction A Best Book of the Year: The
Atlantic, NPR, San Francisco Chronicle, Vogue, AV
Club In story after story in this brilliant new collection,
Alice Munro pinpoints the moment a person is forever
altered by a chance encounter, an action not taken,
or a simple twist of fate. Her characters are flawed
and fully human: a soldier returning from war and
avoiding his fiancée, a wealthy woman deciding
whether to confront a blackmailer, an adulterous
mother and her neglected children, a guilt-ridden
father, a young teacher jilted by her employer.
Illumined by Munro’s unflinching insight, these lives
draw us in with their quiet depth and surprise us with
unexpected turns. And while most are set in her
signature territory around Lake Huron, some strike
even closer to home: an astonishing suite of four
autobiographical tales offers an unprecedented
glimpse into Munro’s own childhood. Exalted by her
clarity of vision and her unparalleled gift for
storytelling, Dear Life shows how strange, perilous,
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and extraordinary ordinary life can be.

Cloud Atlas
Winner of the Man Booker Prize for Fiction in 2011
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at
school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry, they would
navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in
affectations, in-jokes, rumour and wit. Maybe Adrian
was a little more serious than the others, certainly
more intelligent, but they all swore to stay friends for
life. Now Tony is in middle age. He's had a career and
a single marriage, a calm divorce. He's certainly
never tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though, is
imperfect. It can always throw up surprises, as a
lawyer's letter is about to prove. The Sense of an
Ending is the story of one man coming to terms with
the mutable past. Laced with trademark precision,
dexterity and insight, it is the work of one of the
world's most distinguished writers.

The Genesis of Secrecy
Frank Kermode is one of our most distinguished critics
of English literature. Here, he contributes a new
epilogue to his collection of classic lectures on the
relationship of fiction to age-old concepts of
apocalyptic chaos and crisis. Prompted by the
approach of the millennium, he revisits the book
which brings his highly concentrated insights to bear
on some of the most unyielding philosophical and
aesthetic enigmas. Examining the works of writers
from Plato to William Burrows, Kermode shows how
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they have persistently imposed their "fictions" upon
the face of eternity and how these have reflected the
apocalyptic spirit. Kermode then discusses literature
at a time when new fictive explanations, as used by
Spenser and Shakespeare, were being devised to fit a
world of uncertain beginning and end. He goes on to
deal perceptively with modern literature with
"traditionalists" such as Yeats, Eliot, and Joyce, as well
as contemporary "schismatics," the French "new
novelists," and such seminal figures as Jean-Paul
Sartre and Samuel Beckett. Whether weighing the
difference between modern and earlier modes of
apocalyptic thought, considering the degeneration of
fiction into myth, or commenting on the vogue of the
Absurd, Kermode is distinctly lucid, persuasive, witty,
and prodigal of ideas.

Story-Based Inquiry: A Manual for
Investigative Journalists
From the bestselling author of Searching for Sylvie
Lee and Girl in Translation, a novel about a young
woman torn between her family duties in Chinatown
and her escape into the world of ballroom dancing.
Twenty-two-year-old Charlie Wong grew up in New
York’s Chinatown, the older daughter of a Beijing
ballerina and a noodle maker. Though an ABC
(America-born Chinese), Charlie’s entire world has
been limited to this small area. Now grown, she lives
in the same tiny apartment with her widower father
and her eleven-year-old sister, and
works—miserably—as a dishwasher. But when she
lands a job as a receptionist at a ballroom dance
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studio, Charlie gains access to a world she hardly
knew existed, and everything she once took to be
certain turns upside down. Gradually, at the dance
studio, awkward Charlie’s natural talents begin to
emerge. With them, her perspective, expectations,
and sense of self are transformed—something she
must take great pains to hide from her father and his
suspicion of all things Western. As Charlie blossoms,
though, her sister becomes chronically ill. As Pa
insists on treating his ailing child exclusively with
Eastern practices to no avail, Charlie is forced to try
to reconcile her two selves and her two
worlds—Eastern and Western, old world and new—to
rescue her little sister without sacrificing her
newfound confidence and identity.

Metroland
A luminous, intensely moving tale that begins with a
secret lovers’ assignation in the spring of 1924, then
unfolds to reveal the whole of a remarkable life.
Twenty-two-year-old Jane Fairchild has worked as a
maid at an English country house since she was
sixteen. For almost all of those years she has been
the clandestine lover to Paul Sheringham, young heir
of a neighboring house. The two now meet on an
unseasonably warm March day—Mothering Sunday—a
day that will change Jane’s life forever. As the
narrative moves back and forth from 1924 to the end
of the century, what we know and understand about
Jane—about the way she loves, thinks, feels, sees,
remembers—expands with every vividly captured
moment. Her story is one of profound self-discovery,
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and through her, Graham Swift has created an
emotionally soaring, deeply affecting work of fiction.
From the Hardcover edition.

Levels of Life
“Reading Marcy Dermansky’s Bad Marie is like
spending a rainy afternoon in a smaller, older movie
theater watching a charming French movie with a
woman (or a man) you’ve just met on the street and
already like far too much. It’s sinful in all the right
ways, delicate, seditious, and deliciously evil.” —
Frederick Barthelme “Dermansky excels at depicting
extreme emotional states and how we rationalize
them.” —Village Voice From the critically-acclaimed
author of Twins, Marcy Dermansky, comes a highly
original novel of Manhattan, Paris, and Mexico; of love
and motherhood; and of life on the lam. Fans of
Heather O’Neill (Lullabies for Little Criminals) and A.M.
Homes (Music for Torching) will revel in the wicked
delights of Bad Marie.

The Professor's House
A Vintage Shorts “Short Story Month” Selection From
the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sense of
an Ending and one of Britain’s greatest writers, a twist
on the workshop story and defense of Papa
Hemingway, with art, love, ambition mixed in.
“Homage to Hemingway” is modeled after the oftoverlooked Ernest Hemingway story “Homage to
Switzerland,” a formally experimental work composed
of three related vignettes. Here, Barnes composes
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three portraits of the modern writing life, a rhapsodic,
witty and hopeful account of the writer’s search for
what is good and what is true. From Barnes’s
collection of miscellaneous prose, Through the
Window. An eBook short.

The Sense of an Ending
The weight of what is to come is unbearable. It is
crushing me. The sound of the crying, it never ceases.
I carry this inside and now tell only you. Charles, a
disgraced New York Times journalist, arrives in
Rwanda for an exclusive interview with two Hutu
nuns. Charged with war crimes, the nuns must
convince the world of their innocence during the 1994
genocide. When an unknown survivor contradicts the
nuns' story, Charles must decide between saving his
career or telling a murkier truth that might condemn
the nuns to a life in prison. Ken Urban's awardwinning Sense Of An Ending shines a light on
journalistic truth and morality amid the atrocity of the
Rwandan genocide. The play was produced and
published during the twenty-first century anniversary
of the genocide, and is a striking and compelling
political thriller asking if forgiveness is possible in a
world where truth is never simple. Sense Of An Ending
was premiered at Theatre503, London, on 12 May
2015.

The Sense of an Ending
From the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The
Sense of an Ending—a rich, witty, revelatory tour of
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Belle Époque Paris, via the remarkable life story of the
pioneering surgeon, Samuel Pozzi. In the summer of
1885, three Frenchmen arrived in London for a few
days' intellectual shopping: a prince, a count, and a
commoner with an Italian name. In time, each of
these men would achieve a certain level of renown,
but who were they then and what was the
significance of their sojourn to England? Answering
these questions, Julian Barnes unfurls the stories of
their lives which play out against the backdrop of the
Belle Époque in Paris. Our guide through this world is
Samuel Pozzi, the society doctor, free-thinker and
man of science with a famously complicated private
life who was the subject of one of John Singer
Sargent's greatest portraits. In this vivid tapestry of
people (Henry James, Sarah Bernhardt, Oscar Wilde,
Proust, James Whistler, among many others), place,
and time, we see not merely an epoch of glamour and
pleasure, but, surprisingly, one of violence, prejudice,
and nativism—with more parallels to our own age
than we might imagine. The Man in the Red Coat is, at
once, a fresh portrait of the Belle Époque; an
illuminating look at the longstanding exchange of
ideas between Britain and France; and a life of a man
who lived passionately in the moment but whose
ideas and achievements were far ahead of his time.

The Sense of an Ending
Julian Barnes, author of the Man Booker Prize–winning
novel The Sense of an Ending, gives us his most
powerfully moving book yet, beginning in the
nineteenth century and leading seamlessly into an
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entirely personal account of loss—making Levels of
Life an immediate classic on the subject of grief.
Levels of Life is a book about ballooning,
photography, love and loss; about putting two things,
and two people, together, and about tearing them
apart. One of the judges who awarded Barnes the
2011 Booker Prize described him as “an unparalleled
magus of the heart.” This book confirms that opinion.
“Spare and beautifula book of rare intimacy and
honesty about love and grief. To read it is a privilege.
To have written it is astonishing.” —Ruth Scurr, The
Times of London “A remarkable narrative that is as
raw in its emotion as it is characteristically elegant in
its execution.” —Eileen Battersby, The Irish Times
This ebook edition includes a reading group guide.

Twelfth Night
George Hall is an unobtrusive man. A little distant,
perhaps, a little cautious, not quite at ease with the
emotional demands of fatherhood or of manly
bonhomie. “The secret of contentment, George felt,
lay in ignoring many things completely.” Some things
in life can’t be ignored, however: his tempestuous
daughter Katie’s deeply inappropriate boyfriend Ray,
for instance, or the sudden appearance of a red
circular rash on his hip. At 57, George is settling down
to a comfortable retirement, building a shed in his
garden and enjoying the freedom to be alone when he
wants. But then he runs into a spot of bother. That
red circular rash on his hip: George convinces himself
it’s skin cancer. And the deeply inappropriate Ray?
Katie announces he will become her second husband.
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The planning for these frowned-upon nuptials proves
a great inconvenience to George’s wife, Jean, who is
carrying on a late-life affair with her husband’s excolleague. The Halls do not approve of Ray, for vague
reasons summed up by their son Jamie’s observation
that Ray has “strangler’s hands.” Jamie himself has
his own problems — his tidy and pleasant life comes
apart when he fails to invite his lover, Tony, to Katie’s
wedding. And Katie, a woman whose ferocious temper
once led to the maiming of a carjacker, can’t decide if
she loves Ray, or loves the wonderful way he has with
her son Jacob. Unnoticed in the uproar, George quietly
begins to go mad. The way these damaged people fall
apart — and come together — as a family is the true
subject of Haddon’s hilarious and disturbing portrait
of a dignified man trying to go insane politely. A Spot
of Bother is Mark Haddon’s unforgettable follow-up to
the internationally beloved bestseller The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time. Once again,
Haddon proves a master of a story at once hilarious,
poignant, dark, and profoundly human. Here the
madness — literally — of family life proves rich comic
fodder for Haddon’s crackling prose and bittersweet
insights into misdirected love.

Dear Life
Winner of the 2011 Man Booker Prize and #1
international bestseller, The Sense of an Ending is a
masterpiece. The story of a man coming to terms with
the mutable past, Julian Barnes's new novel is laced
with his trademark precision, dexterity and insight. It
is the work of one of the world's most distinguished
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writers. Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian
Finn at school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry, they
navigated the girl drought of gawky adolescence
together, trading in affectations, in-jokes, rumour and
wit. Maybe Adrian was a little more serious than the
others, certainly more intelligent, but they swore to
stay friends forever. Until Adrian's life took a turn into
tragedy, and all of them, especially Tony, moved on
and did their best to forget. Now Tony is in middle
age. He's had a career and a marriage, a calm
divorce. He gets along nicely, he thinks, with his one
child, a daughter, and even with his ex-wife. He's
certainly never tried to hurt anybody. Memory,
though, is imperfect. It can always throw up surprises,
as a lawyer's letter is about to prove. The unexpected
bequest conveyed by that letter leads Tony on a
dogged search through a past suddenly turned
murky. And how do you carry on, contentedly, when
events conspire to upset all your vaunted truths?

The Woman Next Door
Oxford University Press published eminent literary
critic Leo Bersani's first book, on Proust, in 1965, but
the work has long been out of print. This new edition
comes in response to a recent renewal of interest
among philosophers of literature, among others, and
features a new preface from the author.

Not Entitled
Grove
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For well over a century, academic disciplines have
studied human behavior using quantitative
information. Until recently, however, the humanities
have remained largely immune to the use of data—or
vigorously resisted it. Thanks to new developments in
computer science and natural language processing,
literary scholars have embraced the quantitative
study of literary works and have helped make Digital
Humanities a rapidly growing field. But these
developments raise a fundamental, and as yet
unanswered question: what is the meaning of literary
quantity? In Enumerations, Andrew Piper answers that
question across a variety of domains fundamental to
the study of literature. He focuses on the elementary
particles of literature, from the role of punctuation in
poetry, the matter of plot in novels, the study of topoi,
and the behavior of characters, to the nature of
fictional language and the shape of a poet’s career.
How does quantity affect our understanding of these
categories? What happens when we look at 3,388,230
punctuation marks, 1.4 billion words, or 650,000
fictional characters? Does this change how we think
about poetry, the novel, fictionality, character, the
commonplace, or the writer’s career? In the course of
answering such questions, Piper introduces readers to
the analytical building blocks of computational text
analysis and brings them to bear on fundamental
concerns of literary scholarship. This book will be
essential reading for anyone interested in Digital
Humanities and the future of literary study.

The Misogynist
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Only the author of Flaubert's Parrot could give us a
novel that is at once a note-perfect rendition of the
angsts and attitudes of English adolescence, a giddy
comedy of sexual awakening in the 1960s, and a
portrait of the accommodations that some of us call
"growing up" and others "selling out."

England, England
A veteran film critic offers a lively, opinionated guide
to thinking and talking about movies--from
Casablanca to Clueless Whether we are trying to
impress a date after an art house film screening or
discussing Oscar nominations among friends, we all
need ways to look at and talk about movies. But with
so much variety between an Alfred Hitchcock thriller
and a Nora Ephron romantic comedy, how can
everyday viewers determine what makes a good
movie? In Talking Pictures, veteran film critic Ann
Hornaday walks us through the production of a typical
movie--from script and casting to final sound edit--and
explains how to evaluate each piece of the process.
How do we know if a film has been well-written, above
and beyond snappy dialogue? What constitutes a
great screen performance? What goes into
praiseworthy cinematography, editing, and sound
design? And what does a director really do? In a new
epilogue, Hornaday addresses important questions of
representation in film and the industry and how this
can, and should, effect a movie-watching experience.
Full of engaging anecdotes and interviews with actors
and filmmakers, Talking Pictures will help us see
movies in a whole new light-not just as fans, but as
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film critics in our own right.

Mambo in Chinatown
Winner of the 2011 Man Booker Prize By an acclaimed
writer at the height of his powers, The Sense of an
Ending extends a streak of extraordinary books that
began with the best-selling Arthur & George and
continued with Nothing to Be Frightened Of and, most
recently, Pulse. This intense new novel follows a
middle-aged man as he contends with a past he has
never much thought about—until his closest childhood
friends return with a vengeance, one of them from the
grave, another maddeningly present. Tony Webster
thought he’d left all this behind as he built a life for
himself, and by now his marriage and family and
career have fallen into an amicable divorce and
retirement. But he is then presented with a
mysterious legacy that obliges him to reconsider a
variety of things he thought he’d understood all
along, and to revise his estimation of his own nature
and place in the world. A novel so compelling that it
begs to be read in a single sitting, with stunning
psychological and emotional depth and sophistication,
The Sense of an Ending is a brilliant new chapter in
Julian Barnes’s oeuvre.

Nothing to be Frightened Of
Originally published in 1986. Among the most
frequently performed and high admired of
Shakespeare’s plays, Twelfth Night is examined here
in this collection of writings from well-known essayists
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and scholars. The chapters present to the modern
reader discussions of the play to enhance
understanding and study of both the text and
performances. Opening essays address individual
characters; then some accounts of its potential and
theatrical reviews are included; finally followed by
critical studies looking at various parts and themes.
The editor’s introduction explains the usefulness of
each chapter and gives an overview of the selection.

A Spot of Bother
A compact masterpiece dedicated to the Russian
composer Dmitri Shostakovich: Julian Barnes’s first
novel since his best-selling, Man Booker Prize–winning
The Sense of an Ending. In 1936, Shostakovich, just
thirty, fears for his livelihood and his life. Stalin,
hitherto a distant figure, has taken a sudden interest
in his work and denounced his latest opera. Now,
certain he will be exiled to Siberia (or, more likely,
executed on the spot), Shostakovich reflects on his
predicament, his personal history, his parents, various
women and wives, his children—and all who are still
alive themselves hang in the balance of his fate. And
though a stroke of luck prevents him from becoming
yet another casualty of the Great Terror, for decades
to come he will be held fast under the thumb of
despotism: made to represent Soviet values at a
cultural conference in New York City, forced into
joining the Party and compelled, constantly, to weigh
appeasing those in power against the integrity of his
music. Barnes elegantly guides us through the
trajectory of Shostakovich’s career, at the same time
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illuminating the tumultuous evolution of the Soviet
Union. The result is both a stunning portrait of a
relentlessly fascinating man and a brilliant exploration
of the meaning of art and its place in society.

Fierce Climate, Sacred Ground
Ever since its first publication in 1992, The End of
History and the Last Man has provoked controversy
and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis of
religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress,
ethical codes, and war is as essential for a world
fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end
of the Cold War. Now updated with a new afterword,
The End of History and the Last Man is a modern
classic.

The Man in the Red Coat
The metaphor of performance has been applied
fruitfully by anthropologists and other social theorists
to different aspects of human social existence, and
furnishes a potentially helpful model in terms of which
to think theologically about Christian life. After an
introductory editorial chapter reflecting on the nature
of artistic performance and its relationship to the
notions of tradition and identity, Part One of this book
attends specifically to the phenomenon of dramatic
performance and possible theological applications of
it. Part Two considers various aspects of the
performance of Christian identity, looking at worship,
the interpretation of the Bible, Christian response to
elements in the contemporary media, the shape of
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Christian moral life, and ending with a theological
reflection on the shape of personal identity,
correlating it with the theatrical metaphors of
'character' and 'performing a part' in a scripted
drama. Part Three demonstrates how art forms
(including some technically non-performative ones literature, poetry, painting) may constitute faithful
Christian practices in which the tradition is
authentically 'performed', producing works which
break open its meaning in profound new ways for a
constantly shifting context.

Marcel Proust
As a critic, George Orwell cast a wide net. Equally at
home discussing Charles Dickens and Charlie Chaplin,
he moved back and forth across the porous borders
between essay and journalism, high art and low. A
frequent commentator on literature, language, film,
and drama throughout his career, Orwell turned
increasingly to the critical essay in the 1940s, when
his most important experiences were behind him and
some of his most incisive writing lay ahead. All Art Is
Propaganda follows Orwell as he demonstrates in
piece after piece how intent analysis of a work or
body of work gives rise to trenchant aesthetic and
philosophical commentary. With masterpieces such as
"Politics and the English Language" and "Rudyard
Kipling" and gems such as "Good Bad Books," here is
an unrivaled education in, as George Packer puts it,
"how to be interesting, line after line."

The Sense of an Ending
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Now a major film starring Academy Award nominees
Jim Broadbent (Iris) and Charlotte Rampling (45 Years)
Winner of the Man Booker Prize for Fiction in 2011
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at
school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry, they would
navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in
affectations, in-jokes, rumour and wit. Maybe Adrian
was a little more serious than the others, certainly
more intelligent, but they all swore to stay friends for
life. Now Tony is retired. He's had a career and a
single marriage, a calm divorce. He's certainly never
tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though, is imperfect.
It can always throw up surprises, as a lawyer's letter
is about to prove.

Mothering Sunday
An acutely observed, funny and moving novel from
award-winning writer Piers Paul Read

Arthur & George
From a great critic of english literature, a different
kind of text: a luminous account of his own life.
Throughout this uniquely personal work, Frank
Kermode touches on the deeper, lighter, ineffable
issues of autobiography, and he does so with his
characteristic grace, precision, and amused wisdom.
Tracing his life from his childhood through his six
years in the Royal Navy during World War II, from his
student days in Liverpool to his battles at Cambridge
over the literature curriculum and faculty, he shows
us the miraculous connections between life and
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literature, between the world and the word; more, he
transforms and ennobles both.

Bad Marie
What if you could reboot your health, tap into your
creative self, reclaim your wild nature, lead from your
heart—and still feel well rested? As modern women,
we’re taught that we can do it all, have it all, and be it
all. While this freedom is beautiful, it’s also
exhausting. Being a “worn-out woman” is now so
common that we think feeling tired all the time is
normal. According to Karen Brody, feeling this
exhausted is not normal—and it’s holding us back. In
Daring to Rest, Brody comes to the rescue with a
40-day program to help you reclaim rest and access
your most powerful, authentic self through yoga
nidra, a meditative practice that guides you into one
of the deepest states of relaxation imaginable. It’s
time to lie down and begin the journey to waking up
Though it comes from the yogic tradition, yoga nidra
doesn’t look like a typical yoga class—the entire
practice is done lying down. As you listen to a guided
meditation, you’re gently taken into complete inner
stillness, effortlessly releasing into a healing state
that works on both cellular and subtle body levels.
With Daring to Rest, Brody presents a comprehensive
yoga nidra program that unfolds in three phases: rest
for physical exhaustion, release for mental and
emotional exhaustion, and rise for tuning in to the
“life purpose exhaustion” that can come when we’re
not in our full power. Each phase includes a
downloadable yoga nidra guided meditation and
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supportive practices. “By directly accessing your
subconscious mind, yoga nidra helps shift the longheld patterns that prevent you from stepping fully
into your purpose and power,” writes Brody. “Now is
the time to break the cycle of fatigue and return to
your truest self—the woman you are when you’re not
constantly exhausted.”

Daring to Rest
A study in emotional dislocation and
renewal--Professor Godfrey St. Peter, a man in his
50's, has achieved what would seem to be remarkable
success. When called on to move to a more
comfortable home, something in him rebels.

The Only Story
In Njau, Gambia, discarded plastic bags littered the
roads. Water pooled in them, bringing mosquitoes
and disease. But Isatou Ceesay found a way to
recycle the bags and transform her community. An
inspirational true story.

Flaubert's Parrot
One of the Best Books of the Year: San Francisco
Chronicle, Financial Times Most of us have only one
story to tell . . . only one that matters, only one finally
worth telling. This is mine. One summer in the sixties,
in a staid suburb south of London, nineteen-year-old
Paul comes home from university and is urged by his
mother to join the tennis club. There he’s partnered
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with Susan Macleod, a fine player who’s forty-eight,
confident, witty, and married, with two nearly adult
daughters. She is a warm companion, her bond with
Paul immediate. And soon, inevitably, they are lovers.
Basking in the glow of one another, they set up house
together in London. Decades later, Paul looks back at
how they fell in love and how—gradually,
relentlessly—everything fell apart. As he turns over
his only story in his mind, examining it from different
vantage points, he finds himself confronted with the
contradictions and slips of his own memory—and the
ways in which our narratives and our lives shape one
another. Poignant, vivid and profound, The Only Story
is a searing novel of memory, devotion, and how first
love fixes a life forever.

The Sense of an Ending
"I don’t believe in God, but I miss him." So begins
Julian Barnes’s brilliant new book that is, among many
things, a family memoir, an exchange with his brother
(a philosopher), a meditation on mortality and the
fear of death, a celebration of art, an argument with
and about God, and a homage to the writer Jules
Renard. Barnes also draws poignant portraits of the
last days of his parents, recalled with great detail,
affection and exasperation. Other examples he takes
up include writers, "most of them dead and quite a
few of them French," as well as some composers, for
good measure. The grace with which Barnes weaves
together all of these threads makes the experience of
reading the book nothing less than exhilarating.
Although he cautions us that "this is not my
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autobiography," the book nonetheless reveals much
about Barnes the man and the novelist: how he thinks
and how he writes and how he lives. At once deadly
serious and dazzlingly playful, Nothing to Be
Frightened Of is a wise, funny and constantly
surprising tour of the human condition. From the
Hardcover edition.

All Art Is Propaganda
Winner of the Scotiabank Giller Prize Man Booker Prize
Finalist 2011 An Oprah Magazine Best Book of the
Year Shortlisted for the Governor General's Literary
Award for Fiction Berlin, 1939. The Hot Time
Swingers, a popular jazz band, has been forbidden to
play by the Nazis. Their young trumpet-player
Hieronymus Falk, declared a musical genius by none
other than Louis Armstrong, is arrested in a Paris
café. He is never heard from again. He was twenty
years old, a German citizen. And he was black. Berlin,
1952. Falk is a jazz legend. Hot Time Swingers band
members Sid Griffiths and Chip Jones, both African
Americans from Baltimore, have appeared in a
documentary about Falk. When they are invited to
attend the film's premier, Sid's role in Falk's fate will
be questioned and the two old musicians set off on a
surprising and strange journey. From the smoky bars
of pre-war Berlin to the salons of Paris, Sid leads the
reader through a fascinating, little-known world as he
describes the friendships, love affairs and treacheries
that led to Falk's incarceration in Sachsenhausen. Esi
Edugyan's Half-Blood Blues is a story about music and
race, love and loyalty, and the sacrifices we ask of
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ourselves, and demand of others, in the name of art.
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