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The Mother Tongue
Do you know your geek-speak from your geek-chic? Ever wanted to put Humpty Dumpty together again? Can you
distinguish Spanglish from Chinglish? We adapt words from other languages, from slang, from developments in science,
literature and art. Learn the advantages of having your own signature word; why the lifts in the House of Commons have
posh accents; and discover the discreet art of the loophemism. Witty and utterly delightful, The Last Word will tease, tickle
and tantalise those who enjoy all things lexical.

Mother Tongue
With dazzling wit and astonishing insight, Bill Bryson—the acclaimed author of The Lost Continent—brilliantly explores the
remarkable history, eccentricities, resilience and sheer fun of the English language. From the first descent of the larynx into
the throat (why you can talk but your dog can't), to the fine lost art of swearing, Bryson tells the fascinating, often
uproarious story of an inadequate, second-rate tongue of peasants that developed into one of the world's largest growth
industries.

The Impact of Mother Tongue Illiteracy on Second Language Acquisition
Excerpt from The Mother Tongue: An Elementary English Grammar The purpose of this book is to set forth the elements of
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English grammar in their relation to thought and the expression of thought. This object has been the guiding principle in the
selection of material, in the treatment of forms and constructions, and in the fashioning of the very numerous illustrative
exercises. The Introduction explains in simple language certain general conceptions too often ignored in the study of
grammar: the nature of language, its relation to thought and to style, the processes which affect its growth and decay, the
province of grammar, and the relation of grammar to usage. These chapters are intended to be read aloud in the class room
by the pupils or by the teacher and to serve as the basis for informal discussion. The pupil should not be allowed to study
them mechanically. Above all things, he should not try to learn them by heart. The main principles which they embody are
summed up on pages xxi-xxii. The Grammar is divided into two Parts. Part I (pp. 1-118) treats of the Sentence and its
Elements. The subject is developed in a natural order, beginning with the sentence in its simplest form. A brief account of
the Parts of Speech is introduced in order to make the structure of the sentence intelligible, but their inflection and further
classification are left for Part II. The Complements are treated on pages 69-90, after the pupil has become familiar with
Modifiers. Clauses are next discussed. A chapter on Elliptical Sentences comes last. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.

The Mother Tongue
A New York Times editorial board member and esteemed writing instructor counsels aspiring writers on how to move past
conventional understandings about creativity, writer's block and other literary challenges to develop a greater
understanding of how thinking, noticing and learning are integral parts of the writing process. 20,000 first printing.

The Mother Tongue: Elements of English composition, by J.H. Gardiner, G.L. Kittredge and S.L.
Arnold
Based on the shocking Beslan school siege in 2004, this is a brave and necessary story about grief, resilience, and finding
your voice in the aftermath of tragedy. On the day she brings her sweet little sister, Nika, to school for the first time,
eighteen-year-old Darya has already been taking care of her family for years. But a joyous September morning shifts in an
instant when Darya’s rural Russian town is attacked by terrorists. While Darya manages to escape, Nika is one of hundreds
of children taken hostage in the school in what stretches to a three-day siege and ends in violence. In the confusion and
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horror that follow, Darya and her family frantically scour hospitals and survivor lists in hopes that Nika has somehow
survived. And as journalists and foreign aid workers descend on her small town, Darya is caught in the grip of grief and
trauma, trying to recover her life and wondering if there is any hope for her future. From acclaimed author Julie Mayhew
comes a difficult but powerful narrative about pain, purpose, and healing in the wake of senseless terror.

Mother Tongue
"The importance of the spoken and written word in Christian culture cannot be overestimated. In this English grammar
guide, Nancy Wilson surveys the major concepts in English grammar for beginners at the late elementary and junior high
level, or even adults seeking a brush-up. Our Mother Tongue dishes up examples and exercises that go beyond the
stereotypical, contrived sentences serving merely to illustrate a point, and relies on selections from Scripture and great
English literature to instruct students with regard to content, style, and structure."--

Righting the Mother Tongue
Identifies the idea of monolingualism as a modern European invention dating to the 18th century that functions to obscure
the widespread nature of multilingualism. Analyses the tension between multilingual practices and the monolingual
paradigm in 20th century literature through the German writings of Kafka, Adorno, Tawada, Özdamar, and Zaimoglu.

The Mother Tongue
ABOUT THE BOOK In Mother Tongue: English and How It Got That Way, Bill Bryson guides us through the complicated
history of the English language to figure out why it is the way it is. It’s an interesting journey, part thesis and part pop
science, that explains the most significant events in the development of the English language with lots of useful tidbits
along the way. English started gaining dominance as a global language during the 20th century with the rise of American
supremacy. Mother Tongue was published in 1991, in the midst of the fall of Communism when America became the
undisputed victor of the Cold War and, some would say, of the world. Since that time, English has surpassed all other
languages as the global lingua franca, not only in the business and commerce sector, but in science, technology, diplomacy,
and tourism as well. MEET THE AUTHOR Devon Smith was a software developer, university instructor, belly dancer, and
researcher before turning to professional writing. She currently lives in Turkey. Someday she will put something interesting
on this website: devonwashere.blogspot.com EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Bryson then talks about the rapid evolution of
English through the times of Chaucer, during which the language was greatly simplified, and Shakespeare, who was
perhaps the single most innovative wordsmith in the history of the language. One particular maddening discussion is the
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one about English spelling and orthography, or writing (“Spelling”). One of the major ideas here is that when English adopts
words from foreign languages (which it does frequently), it often preserves the original spelling, which may or may not obey
the spelling rules of native English words. Buy a copy to keep reading!

Mother Tongue
This monograph examines the ideological legacy of the the apparently innocent kinship metaphors of “mother tongue” and
“native speaker” by historicizing their linguistic development. It shows how the early nation states constructed the ideology
of ethnolinguistic nationalism, a composite of national language, identity, geography, and race. This ideology invented
myths of congenital communities that configured the national language in a symbiotic matrix between body and physical
environment and as the ethnic and corporeal ownership of national identity and local organic nature. These ethnonationalist gestures informed the philology of the early modern era and generated arboreal and genealogical models of
language, culminating most divisively in the race conscious discourse of the Indo-European hypothesis of the 19th century.
The philosophical theories of organicism also contributed to these ideologies. The fundamentally nationalist conflation of
race and language was and is the catalyst for subsequent permutations of ethnolinguistic discrimination, which continue
today. Scholarship should scrutinize the tendency to overextend biological metaphors in the study of language, as these
can encourage, however surreptitiously, genetic and racial impressions of language.

Teaching the Mother Tongue in a Multilingual Europe
An extremely funny history of so-called bad language by a European author. He asserts that Europeans try to get along but
keep treading on each other's toes. In this tour of anger, exasperation, prejudice, irony and loathing as expressed in some
20 European tongues, we learn that what is invective in one country is sweet talk in another. A single currency in Europe?
Yes. A common language? Not on your life. The Guardian review states that the book's "His gently comic tone recognizes
how funny, how much of a release, much bad language can be." "Entertaining, widely informed."

The Road to Little Dribbling
The unrelenting consequences of 100 years of Balkan wars force three generations of Croatian women--Katarina, Zora,
Tania--to flee their homelands multiple times. Eventually Tania, a successfully integrated American, journeys back to her
fractured homeland with her mother to unravel the secrets of their shared past.

Beyond the Mother Tongue
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A classic is back. "The Mother Tongue Book II" was first published over one hundred years ago, but the vintage grammar
text from George Kittredge and Sarah Arnold has a faithful following, even today. The original text is all here, but with a
fresh look designed to bring this classic to a new generation of students. New features will aid students in their study of
intermediate and advanced grammar concepts. Margin boxes emphasize key points. Notes from the editors explain
outmoded terms to modern students. With nearly 400 pages packed with instruction and practice, "The Mother Tongue,
Adapted for Modern Students" is suited for classroom, homeschool, or self-study settings. It is also an excellent grammar
reference book.

Several Short Sentences about Writing
Mother Tongue
Mother Tongue
"It is a great beauty of a book, and I am so proud of you for standing with and for the disappeared. A sister, a lover, a
witness." --Alice Walker Mary is nineteen and living alone in Albuquerque. Adrift in the wake of her mother's death, she
longs for something meaningful to take her over. Then José Luis enters her life. A refugee from El Salvador and its bloody
civil war, José has been smuggled to the United States as part of the sanctuary movement. Mary cannot help but fall in love
with the movement and the man. And little by little, she begins to reveal to José Luis the part of herself she has never
known. . . . "A book that becomes more timely every day, in our present political climate, and deserves the widest possible
audience for its beautiful prose and humanitarian heart." --Barbara Kingsolver "Demetria Martínez has pulled out all the
stops: here is truth to arouse any hardened heart; here is the 'insanity' of a woman in love calling forth a revolutionary
lucidity. Read it. Get angry. And act." --Luis J. Rodríguez, Author of Always Running From the Trade Paperback edition.

Quicklet on Bill Bryson's The Mother Tongue - English And How It Got That Way
Our Mother Tongue
One woman's quest to learn Mandarin in Beijing, Arabic in Beirut, and Spanish in Mexico, with her young family along for the
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ride. Imagine negotiating for a replacement carburetor in rural Mexico with words you're secretly pulling from a pocket
dictionary. Imagine your two-year-old asking for more niunai at dinner--a Mandarin word for milk that even you don't know
yet. Imagine finding out that you're unexpectedly pregnant while living in war-torn Beirut. With vivid and evocative
language, Christine Gilbert takes us along with her into foreign lands, showing us what it's like to make a life in an
unfamiliar world--and in an unfamiliar tongue. Gilbert was a young mother when she boldly uprooted her family to move
around the world, studying Mandarin in China, Arabic in Lebanon, and Spanish in Mexico, with her toddler son and allAmerican husband along for the ride.Their story takes us from Beijing to Beirut, from Cyprus to Chiang Mai--and also
explores recent breakthroughs in bilingual brain mapping and the controversial debates happening in linguistics right now.
Gilbert's adventures abroad prove just how much language influences culture (and vice versa), and lead her to results she
never expected. Mother Tongue is a fascinating and uplifting story about taking big risks for bigger rewards and trying to
find meaning and happiness through tireless pursuit--no matter what hurdles may arise. It's a treat for language enthusiasts
and armchair travelers alike.

Running with a Police Escort
This publication is not for sale to libraries. How did English become the undisputed global language? How did words like
shampoo, sofa and rowdy (and others drawn from over fifty languages) find their way into our dictionary? This book
examines the mother tongue and explores the countless varieties of English.

Mother
Discusses the origins of language, explains how the mind creates words, and looks at the connection between language and
consciousness

The Mother Tongue: Elements of English composition, by J.H. Gardiner, G.L. Kittredge and S.L.
Arnold
An anthology of poems includes selections written by such writers as Mary Higgins Clark, Amy Tan, and Faye Kellerman

Dying in a Mother Tongue
A lesson-by-lesson answer key for all chapters of the text Our Mother Tongue.
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Mother Tongue
A probing and poetic examination of language, food, faith, and family attachment in Italian life through the eyes of an
American who moved to Parma with her husband and family. In the 1980s, the American writer Wallis Wilde-Menozzi moved
permanently with her Italian husband and her daughter to Parma, a sophisticated city in northern Italy, where he became a
professor of biology. Her search for rootedness in the city that was to be her home introduced her to complexities in her
identity as she migrated into another language and looked for links beyond the joys of Verdi, Correggio, and Parmesan
cheese, which visitors have rightly extolled for centuries. The local resistance to change perceived as individualistic led
Wilde-Menozzi to explore the pull and challenge of difference and discover the backbone she needed for artistic freedom. In
Mother Tongue, Wilde-Menozzi offers stories of far-sighted lives, remarkable Parma men and remarkable women, including
the Renaissance abbess Giovanna Piacenza, the fighting Donella Rossi Sanvitale, and her own indefatigable mother-in-law.
Framed with a new introduction by the author, and a new foreword by Patricia Hampl, this classic on diversity and
tolerance, family, faith, and food in Italy and the United States is at once timeless and timely, a “large, beautiful window
into the intelligent, literate, reflective life of Italy” (Shirley Hazzard).

Foreign Language and Mother Tongue
The Mother Tongue
A lesson-by-lesson answer key for all chapters of the Our Mother Tongue student text. Recommended for course.

Our Mother Tongue: A Guide to English Grammar (Answer Key)
This is the first book that discusses the effect of foreign language learning on first language processing. The authors argue
that multilingual development is a dynamic and cumulative process characterized by transfer of different nature, and
results in a common underlying conceptual base with two or more language channels that constantly interact with each
other. Language representation and processing are discussed from a cognitive-pragmatic rather than a lexical-syntactic
perspective. This required the review of several crucial issues of L2 acquisition, such as transfer, vocabulary development,
conceptual fluency, and pragmatic skills. The authors also reviewed a large body of literature touching on cognitive
psychology, linguistics, psycholinguistics, SLA, philosophy, and education in order to explain multilingual development and
the positive effect of foreign language learning on the first language. An important read for linguists and language
educators alike, this volume: * attempts to explain multilingual development from a cognitive-pragmatic perspective, *
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argues that foreign language learning has a positive effect on the development and use of mother tongue skills, * relies on
research findings of several different disciplines, * builds on the results of quantitative research conducted by the authors,
and touches on a wide range of literature.

The Mother Tongue
This collection of poetry by the celebrated southern Iranian poet and filmmaker Roja Chamankar (b. 1981) introduces
English-speaking readers to one of the most accomplished and well-loved poets of her generation. Chamankar’s work
blends surrealism and the southern coastal landscape of the poet’s upbringing with everyday experiences in rapidly
urbanizing Tehran. While locating herself in the modernist tradition of Iranian poets like Forugh Farrokhzad and Ahmad
Shamlu through form and imagery, Chamankar infuses this tradition with concerns unique to a generation that grew up in
post-revolutionary Iran and endured the effects of the Iran-Iraq war. Seascapes, love and eroticism, the disconnection of
modern life, and myths and fairytales figure prominently in these vivid, lyrical poems. In the rich miniature worlds of
Chamankar’s poetry, readers become privy to a range of experiences, from desire and pain to rage and humor. Sometimes
abstract, other times surreal—Chamankar’s unique poetic voice, like the sea she returns to again and again, combines and
sweeps these experiences to shore with assurance, strength, and beauty.

Our Mother Tongue
In the fall of 2012, quirky and cat-loving Cleveland librarian Jill Grunenwald got an alarming email from her younger sister:
her sister was very concerned with Jill’s weight and her overall mental and physical health. Having always struggled with
her weight, Jill was currently hitting the scales at more than three hundred pounds. Right then, Jill looked in the mirror and
decided that she needed to make a life-style change, pronto. She enrolled in Weight Watchers and did something else that
she—the girl who avoided gym class like the plague in high school—never thought she’d do; Jill started running. And believe
it or not, it wasn’t that bad. Actually, it was kind of fun. Three months later, Jill did the previously unthinkable and ran her
very first 5k at the Cleveland Metropolitan Zoo. Battling the infamous hills of the course, Jill conquered her fears and
finished—but in dead last. Yep, the police were reopening the streets behind her. But Jill didn’t let that get her
down—because when you run for your health and happiness, your only real competition is yourself. Six years and more
than one hundred pounds lost later, Jill is still running and racing regularly, and she is a proud member of the back of the
pack in every race that she has entered. In this newly updated edition Running with a Police Escort, Jill chronicles her racing
adventures, proving that being a slow runner takes just as much guts and heart as being an Olympic champion. At turns
heartbreaking and hilarious, Running with a Police Escort is for every runner who has never won a race but still loves the
sport.
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The Mother Tongue
A loving and hilarious—if occasionally spiky—valentine to Bill Bryson’s adopted country, Great Britain. Prepare for total joy
and multiple episodes of unseemly laughter. Twenty years ago, Bill Bryson went on a trip around Britain to discover and
celebrate that green and pleasant land. The result was Notes from a Small Island, a true classic and one of the bestselling
travel books ever written. Now he has traveled about Britain again, by bus and train and rental car and on foot, to see what
has changed—and what hasn’t. Following (but not too closely) a route he dubs the Bryson Line, from Bognor Regis in the
south to Cape Wrath in the north, by way of places few travelers ever get to at all, Bryson rediscovers the wondrously
beautiful, magnificently eccentric, endearingly singular country that he both celebrates and, when called for, twits. With his
matchless instinct for the funniest and quirkiest and his unerring eye for the idiotic, the bewildering, the appealing, and the
ridiculous, he offers acute and perceptive insights into all that is best and worst about Britain today. Nothing is more
entertaining than Bill Bryson on the road—and on a tear. The Road to Little Dribbling reaffirms his stature as a master of the
travel narrative—and a really, really funny guy. From the Hardcover edition.

The Mother Tongue
'Funny, wise, learned and compulsive' - GQ Bill Bryson turns away from travelling the highways and byways of middle
America, so hilariously depicted in his bestselling The Lost Continent, The Life and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid and Notes
from a Big Country, for a fast, exhilarating ride along the Route 66 of American language and popular culture. In Made in
America, Bryson tells the story of how American arose out of the English language, and along the way, de-mythologizes his
native land - explaining how a dusty desert hamlet with neither woods nor holly became Hollywood, how the Wild West
wasn't won, why Americans say 'lootenant' and 'Toosday', how they were eating junk food long before the word itself was
cooked up - as well as exposing the true origins of the words G-string, blockbuster, poker and snafu. 'A tremendously sassy
work, full of zip, pizzazz and all those other great American qualities' Will Self, Independent on Sunday

Your Mother's Tongue
Made in America
This text illustrates the crucial role of the mother tongue literacy in second language acquisition by presenting findings from
a comparative study conducted in primary schools in Senegal. In addition, the volume provides an in-depth look at the
linguistic history of Senegal before, during, and after French colonialism. The Impact of Mother Tongue Illiteracy on Second
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Language Acquisition discusses the socio-linguistic landscape and ethnolinguistic composition of Senegal and its effect on
the second language acquisition. An in-depth analysis of children’s phonological awareness, decoding, and reading
comprehension in French reveals significant disparities in the literacy skills of Wolof children who have been exposed to
Arabic and Qur’anic texts prior to schooling, and those who have not. In doing so, the text explores the impacts of postcolonial language policies in Africa, highlights the pedagogical consequences of mother tongue illiteracy, and questions the
use of French as the only language of instruction in Senegalese schools. This detailed research text will of great interest and
use to graduate and postgraduate students, researchers, academics, professionals and policy makers in the field of Second
Language Acquisition, Multicultural Education, Applied Linguistics, French language education and, Language Policy and
Planning.

Mother Tongue
“A funny and fact-filled look at our astoundingly inconsistent written language, from Shakespeare to spell-check.” —St.
Petersburg Times David Wolman explores seven hundred years of trial, error, and reform that have made the history of
English spelling a jumbled and fascinating mess. In Righting the Mother Tongue, the author of A Left-Hand Turn Around the
World brings us the tangled story of English Spelling, from Olde English to email. Utterly captivating, deliciously edifying,
and extremely witty, Righting the Mother Tongue is a treat for the language lover—a book that belongs in every personal
library, right next to Eats, Shoots, and Leaves, and the works of Bill Bryson and Simon Winchester.

Mother Tongue
The Mother's Tongue
Mother Tongues and Nations
SHORTLISTED FOR THE MINNESOTA BOOK AWARDS 2006. Poems in The Mother’s Tongue move in images of the living world
that include plants and creatures both native and non-native to American landscapes. These poems move via persona and
personal lyric through expressions of ambivalence about choosing the life of the body – of womanhood and motherhood –
through the strange realm of pregnancy into the netherworld of the post-partum period and out into the world again, into
the enlarged world, the world at war, the world of work and words. Finally these poems move to enter the world of women
as transformed within the love of language – of recovered Ojibwe language and English renewed as first language in the
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mouths of infants. These are poems that urge women to discover the power of their own tongues as they teach speech –
the sweet, salty, sour and bitter desires – the taste on the mother’s tongue.

The Last Word
A sensuous, textured novel of life in a refugee camp, long-listed for the Orwell Prize for Political Fiction On a hill overlooking
a refugee camp in Sudan, a young man strings up bedsheets that, in an act of imaginative resilience, will serve as a screen
in his silent cinema. From the cinema he can see all the comings and goings in the camp, especially those of two new
arrivals: a girl named Saba, and her mute brother, Hagos. For these siblings, adapting to life in the camp is not easy. Saba
mourns the future she lost when she was forced to abandon school, while Hagos, scorned for his inability to speak, must
live vicariously through his sister. Both resist societal expectations by seeking to redefine love, sex, and gender roles in
their lives, and when a businessman opens a shop and befriends Hagos, they cast off those pressures and make an
unconventional choice. With this cast of complex, beautifully drawn characters, Sulaiman Addonia details the textures and
rhythms of everyday life in a refugee camp, and questions what it means to be an individual when one has lost all that
makes a home or a future. Intimate and subversive, Silence Is My Mother Tongue dissects the ways society wages war on
women and explores the stories we must tell to survive in a broken, inhospitable environment.

Made in America
In a time when the increasing cultural diversity and population mobility of the continent calls for good communication skills,
this fascinating book features a wealth of data and critical opinion on the topic of mother tongue education.In the first part
of the book, the two editors address central cultural, political and educational concerns relating to the mother tongue, using
some of the findings of their European Commission funded research on the changing European classroom. The second part
presents case study articles by practitioners from nine countries which have significant regional or immigrant mother
tongue populations. These include Welsh in Wales, Catalan and Galician in Spain, Turkish and Greek in Germany, Arabic and
Corsican in France, and Belorussian in Poland, as well as critical accounts of the main first language situation in England,
Denmark, France, Germany, Poland, post-Soviet Russia, and Spain. The concluding part of the book looks at language
awareness as a possible approach to linguistic diversity. It examines the preparation of teachers at all levels, as experinced
by the editors through their involvement in an in international language study group based in Calgary, Cambridge, Mainz
and Bialystock.Teaching the Mother Tongue in a Multilingual Europe is packed with original information which will be of use
to all teachers and educationalists concerned with language.

Mother Tongue
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The author of the acclaimed The Lost Continent now steers us through the quirks and byways of the English language. We
learn why island, freight, and colonel are spelled in such unphonetic ways, why four has a u in it but forty doesn't, plus
bizarre and enlightening facts about some of the patriarchs of this peculiar language.

Using the Mother Tongue
Bill Bryson, who gave glorious voice to The Mother Tongue, now celebrates her magnificent offspring in the book that
reveals once and for all how a dusty western hamlet with neither woods nor holly came to be known as Hollywoodand
exactly why Mr. Yankee Doodle call his befeathered cap "Macaroni."

Silence Is My Mother Tongue
When Erdem �eliktaş, a writer from Turkey, wakes one day to find he can no longer speak or understand anything but
English, his life is overturned. While Erdem's native Turkish has always held him as father, author, and political activist in a
familiar light, Erdem's English mind offers an altered perspective, awareness, even character. With no explanation or cure
to be found, Erdem must find a way to reframe his thoughts, his work, even his memories in order to understand his
fractured world. Mother Tongue is an elegant journey that examines how we may be shaped and reshaped by language.
�st�ndag creates a clever and bittersweet pilgrimage of empathy and change, quietly shining light on the overwhelming
isolation of the immigrant, the refugee, and the traveler.
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