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How evangelical activism in England contributes to the secularizing forces it seeks
to challenge Over the past two decades, a growing number of Christians in England
have gone to court to enforce their right to religious liberty. Funded by
conservative lobby groups and influenced by the legal strategies of their American
peers, these claimants—registrars who conscientiously object to performing the
marriages of same-sex couples, say, or employees asking for exceptions to uniform
policies that forbid visible crucifixes—highlight the uneasy truce between law and
religion in a country that maintains an established Church but is wary of public
displays of religious conviction. Representing God charts the changing place of
public Christianity in England through the rise of Christian political activism and
litigation. Based on two years of fieldwork split between a conservative Christian
lobby group and a conservative evangelical church, Méadhbh McIvor explores the
ideas and contested reception of this ostensibly American-inspired legal rhetoric.
She argues that legal challenges aimed at protecting “Christian values” ultimately
jeopardize those values, as moralities woven into the fabric of English national life
are filtered from their quotidian context and rebranded as the niche interests of a
cultural minority. By framing certain moral practices as specifically Christian, these
activists present their religious convictions as something increasingly set apart
from broader English culture, thereby hastening the secularization they seek to
counter. Representing God offers a unique look at how Christian politico-legal
activism in England simultaneously responds to and constitutes the religious life of
a nation.
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Byzantine Intersectionality
Essays discuss the effects of globalization on the nation-state, looking at dealings
that both strengthen and weaken the national idea, creating a concentration of
resources and a diminishing of responsibility

Persuasive Peers
Global Urban Analysis provides a unique insight into the contemporary world
economy through a focus on cities. It is based upon a large-scale customised data
collection on how leading businesses use cities across the world: as headquarter
locations, for finance, for professional and creative services, for media. These data
- involving up to 2000 firms and over 500 cities - provide evidence for both how the
leading cities, sometimes called global cities, are coming to dominate the world
economy, and how hundreds of other cities are faring in this brave new urban
world. Thus can the likes of London, New York and Hong Kong be tracked as well as
Manchester, Cleveland and Guangzhou, and even Plymouth, Chattanooga and
Xi'an. Cities are assessed and ranked in terms of their importance for various
functions such as for financial services, legal services and advertising, plus novel
findings are reported for the geographical orientations of their connections. This is
truly a comprehensive survey of cities in globalization covering global, worldPage 3/29
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regional, and national scales of analysis: - 4 key chapters outline the global
structure of the world economy featuring the leading cities; - 9 regional chapters
covering the whole world also feature the level of services provided by 'medium'
cities; - 22 chapters on selected countries and sub-regions indicate global-ness and
local-ness and feature an even wider range of cities. Written in an easy to
understand style, this book is a must read for anybody interested in their own city
in the world and how it relates to other cities.

World Cities Beyond the West
Since the mid-1990s, research on global cities has exploded throughout the social
sciences. It has now become one of the most exciting, if controversial, approaches
to the study of urban life today.

Deciphering the Global
Where does the nation-state end and globalization begin? In Territory, Authority,
Rights, one of the world's leading authorities on globalization shows how the
national state made today's global era possible. Saskia Sassen argues that even
while globalization is best understood as "denationalization," it continues to be
shaped, channeled, and enabled by institutions and networks originally developed
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with nations in mind, such as the rule of law and respect for private authority. This
process of state making produced some of the capabilities enabling the global era.
The difference is that these capabilities have become part of new organizing logics:
actors other than nation-states deploy them for new purposes. Sassen builds her
case by examining how three components of any society in any age--territory,
authority, and rights--have changed in themselves and in their interrelationships
across three major historical "assemblages": the medieval, the national, and the
global. The book consists of three parts. The first, "Assembling the National,"
traces the emergence of territoriality in the Middle Ages and considers monarchical
divinity as a precursor to sovereign secular authority. The second part,
"Disassembling the National," analyzes economic, legal, technological, and political
conditions and projects that are shaping new organizing logics. The third part,
"Assemblages of a Global Digital Age," examines particular intersections of the
new digital technologies with territory, authority, and rights. Sweeping in scope,
rich in detail, and highly readable, Territory, Authority, Rights is a definitive new
statement on globalization that will resonate throughout the social sciences.

Of States and Cities
"A typical presidential election campaign in Latin America sees between one-third
and one-half of all voters changing their vote intentions across party lines in the
months before election day-numbers unheard of and rarely seen in older
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democracies. This book proposes a new theory of Latin American voting behavior,
examining how votes are truly up for grabs in democracies where political parties
and mass partisanship are not deeply entrenched. The book argues that political
discussion among peers causes volatility, and ulimately explains final vote choices.
Describing and examining social networks of political discussion, the authors
propose that everyday social communication is the hidden architecture that
structures political outcomes in Latin America's less institutionalized democracies.
Voters, embedded in networks of family members, friends, neighbors, coworkers,
and acquaintances, are heavily persuaded by the debating and arguing, and
agreeing and affirming, that happens in their social networks. Social
Communication and Elections in Latin America reveals the hidden undercurrent of
political discussion among voters in Latin America, advancing a new theory of
voting behavior that accounts for the extended influence of election campaigns,
the geographic clustering of political preferences, and the strategic maneuvers of
political machines"--

Cities in a World Economy
Computer-centered networks and technologies are reshaping social relations and
constituting new social domains on a global scale, from virtually borderless
electronic markets and Internet-based large-scale conversations to worldwide open
source software development communities, transnational corporate production
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systems, and the global knowledge-arenas associated with NGO networks. This
book explores how such "digital formations" emerge from the ever-changing
intersection of computer-centered technologies and the broad range of social
contexts that underlie much of what happens in cyberspace. While viewing
technologies fundamentally in social rather than technical terms, Digital
Formations nonetheless emphasizes the importance of recognizing the specific
technical capacities of digital technologies. Importantly, it identifies digital
formations as a new area of study in the social sciences and in thinking about
globalization. The ten chapters, by leading scholars, examine key social, political,
and economic developments associated with these new configurations of
organization, space, and interaction. They address the operation of digital
formations and their implications for the development of longstanding institutions
and for their wider contexts and fields, and they consider the political, economic,
and other forces shaping those formations and how the formations, in turn, are
shaping such forces. Following a conceptual introduction by the editors are
chapters by Hayward Alker, Jonathan Bach and David Stark, Lars-Erik Cederman
and Peter A. Kraus, Dieter Ernst, D. Linda Garcia, Doug Guthrie, Robert Latham,
Warren Sack, Saskia Sassen, and Steven Weber.

Representing God
A comprehensive analysis of the modern-day movement of refugees reveals the
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normalcy of cross-border migration in search of work and the contemporary
developments, such as the mass dislocations during World War II, that have helped
shaped the refugee concept at the end of the century.

The Power of Cities in International Relations
The Oxford Handbook of Global Studies provides an overview of the emerging field
of global studies. Since the end of the Cold War, globalization has been reshaping
the modern world, and an array of new scholarship has risen to make sense of it in
its various transnational manifestations-including economic, social, cultural,
ideological, technological, environmental, and in new communications. The
editors--Mark Juergensmeyer, Saskia Sassen, and Manfred Steger--are recognized
authorities in this emerging field and have gathered an esteemed cast of
contributors to discuss various aspects in the field through a broad range of
approaches. Several essays focus on the emergence of the field and its historical
antecedents. Other essays explore analytic and conceptual approaches to teaching
and research in global studies, and the largest section will deal with the subject
matter of global studies, challenges from diasporas and pandemics to the global
city and the emergence of a transnational capitalist class. The final two sections
feature essays that take a critical view of globalization from diverse perspectives
and essays on global citizenship-the ideas and institutions that guide an emerging
global civil society. This Handbook focuses on global studies more than on the
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phenomenon of globalization itself, though the various aspects of globalization are
central to understanding how the field is currently being shaped.

The Sociology of Globalization
This book illustrates the importance of global cities for world politics and highlights
the diplomatic connections between cities and global governance. While there is a
growing body of literature concerned with explaining the transformations of the
international order, little theorisation has taken into account the key metropolises
of our time as elements of these revolutions. The volume seeks to fill this gap by
demonstrating how global cities have a pervasive agency in contemporary global
governance. The book argues that looking at global cities can bring about three
fundamental advantages on traditional IR paradigms. First, it facilitates an eclectic
turn towards more nuanced analyses of world politics. Second, it widens the
horizon of the discipline through a multiscalar image of global governance. Third, it
underscores how global cities have a strategic diplomatic positioning when it
comes to core contemporary challenges such as climate change. This book will be
of much interest to students of urban studies, global governance, diplomacy and
international relations in general.

Global Urban Analysis
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While there is a tacit appreciation that freedom from violence will lead to more
prosperous relations among peoples, violence continues to be deployed for various
political and social ends. Yet the problem of violence still defies neat description,
subject to many competing interpretations. Histories of Violence offers an
accessible yet compelling examination of the problem of violence as it appears in
the corpus of canonical figures – from Hannah Arendt to Frantz Fanon, Michel
Foucault to Slavoj Žižek – who continue to influence and inform contemporary
political, philosophical, sociological, cultural, and anthropological study. Written by
a team of internationally renowned experts, this is an essential interrogation of
post-war critical thought as it relates to violence.

World Cities in a World-System
Saskia Sassen is Ralph Lewis Professor of Sociology at the University of Chicago
and Professor of Sociology at the London School of Economics.

Asian Cities: Colonial to Global
Case study rich, this volume advances our understanding of the significance of 'the
city' in global governance. The editors call for innovation in international relations
theory with case studies that add breadth to theorizing the role sub-national
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political actors play in global affairs. Each of the eight case studies demonstrates
different intersections between the local and the global and how these
intersections alter the conditions resulting from globalization processes. The case
studies do so by focusing on one of three sub-themes: the diverse ways in which
cities and sub-national regions impact nation-state foreign policy; the various
dimensions of urban imbrications in global environmental politics; or the multiple
methods and standards used to measure the global roles of cities.

Global City Makers
A fully revised edition of the classic reference on concepts and their role in social
science research Social Science Concepts and Measurement offers an updated look
at the theory and methodology of concepts for the social sciences. Emphasizing
that most concepts are multilevel and multidimensional, this revised edition
continues to bring the qualitative and quantitative closer together, with new
chapters devoted to scaling, aggregation, and the methodological links between
the semantics of concepts and numeric measures. In addition, it stresses that
concepts are used for description and causal inference, and contain normative
judgments. Initial chapters focus on conceptualization, followed by chapters on
issues of measurement. The textbook examines concepts in the international arena
(such as the global performance indicators used by international organizations like
the UN and the World Bank), as well as classic paired concepts such as poverty and
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wealth, democracy and authoritarianism, and war and peace. Additionally, it
explores such topics as typologies, hybrid concepts, and how complex concepts
constitute complex theories. The volume serves as a guide to the methodology of
concepts in the classroom and is accompanied by more than two hundred
exercises. Social Science Concepts and Measurement is an indispensable resource
for graduate students and scholars.

Moving Cities – Contested Views on Urban Life
As one of the most prestigious high schools in the nation, St. Paul's School in
Concord, New Hampshire, has long been the exclusive domain of America's
wealthiest sons. But times have changed. Today, a new elite of boys and girls is
being molded at St. Paul's, one that reflects the hope of openness but also the
persistence of inequality. In Privilege, Shamus Khan returns to his alma mater to
provide an inside look at an institution that has been the private realm of the elite
for the past 150 years. He shows that St. Paul's students continue to learn what
they always have--how to embody privilege. Yet, while students once leveraged
the trappings of upper-class entitlement, family connections, and high culture,
current St. Paul's students learn to succeed in a more diverse environment. To be
the future leaders of a more democratic world, they must be at ease with
everything from highbrow art to everyday life--from Beowulf to Jaws--and view
hierarchies as ladders to scale. Through deft portrayals of the relationships among
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students, faculty, and staff, Khan shows how members of the new elite face the
opening of society while still preserving the advantages that allow them to rule.

Losing Control?
The texts of the book focus on the problems and challenges of urban change,
especially in Europe, in the contemporary context of intense mobility. The main
topics are mobility, urban social structure, migrations, urban inequalities, urban
activism, community, neighbourhood life, uses of public spaces and
methodological approaches to urban life such as ethnography.

The Global City
Offering a fresh understanding of the processes of international migration and
specifically the US from 1960 to 1985.

Digital Formations
An authoritative - and fascinating - investigation into the spatial and social
dynamics of cities at a global scale Shaping Cities in an Urban Age is the third and
final addition to Phaidon's hugely successful Urban Age series, published in
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collaboration with the London School of Economics (LSE). Generously illustrated
with photographs, visual data, and statistics, and featuring a series of essays
written by leading people in their fields, Shaping Cities in an Urban Age addresses
our most urgent contemporary and future urban issues by examining a set of key
forces that have combined to create the city as we know it today. From the
publisher of The Endless City and Living in the Endless City.

Hate in the Homeland
Globalization, the shape of cities, the future of cities, the increasing gap between
rich and poor inhabitants, and ethnic and racial segregation, are the key themes of
this book. Taking examples from cities from Sao Paulo to Istanbul, from New York
to Edinburgh, and adding their own ideas, the authors examine what might be
done to improve things for all those who live in cities.

Baghdad-By-The-Bay
About world economy and the cities

Cities at War
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When people look at success stories among postcolonial nations, the focus almost
always turns to Asia, where many cities in former colonies have become key
locations of international commerce and culture. This book brings together a stellar
group of scholars from a number of disciplines to explore the rise of Asian cities,
including Singapore, Macau, Hong Kong, and more. Dealing with history,
geography, culture, architecture, urbanism, and other topics, the book attempts to
formulate a new understanding of what makes Asian cities such global leaders.

Global Networks, Linked Cities
This work looks at the way in which the new global economy works, examining its
effect on the power and legitimacy of individual states. It argues that national
sovereignty has not eroded, but states have begun to reconfigure, to decide where
their resonsi

Global Cities
"Placing space and place at the center of its analysis enables Hate in the Homeland
to focus on hate groups and far right extremism not only as static, organized
movements but also as flows of youth who move in and out of the periphery and
interstitial spaces of far right scenes, rather than only studying youth at the
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definable or fixed core of far right extremist movements. For many-perhaps even
most-far right youth, Miller-Idriss argues that extremist engagement is
characterized by a process of moving in and out of far right scenes throughout
their adolescence and adulthood in ways that scholars and policymakers have yet
to understand. Hate in the Homeland will make a critical intervention into the
literature on extremism by showing how youth on the margins are mobilized
through flexible engagements in mainstream-style physical and virtual spaces
which the far right has actively targeted for this purpose. This approach to far right
extremism and radicalization significantly broadens what we know about the far
right, and how people engage with it"--

The Global Cities Reader
"Intersectionality, a term coined in 1989, is rapidly increasing in importance within
the academy, as well as in broader civic conversations. It describes the study of
overlapping or intersecting social identities such as race, gender, ethnicity,
nationality, and sexual orientation alongside related systems of oppression,
domination, and discrimination. Together, these frameworks are used to
understand how systematic injustice or social inequality occurs. In this book,
Roland Betancourt examines the presence of marginalized identities and
intersectionality in the medieval era. He reveals the fascinating, little-examined
conversations in medieval thought and visual culture around matters of sexual and
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reproductive consent, bullying, non-monogamous marriages, homosocial and
homoerotic relationships, trans and non-binary gender identifications,
representations of disability, and the oppression of minorities. In contrast to
contemporary expectations of the medieval world, this book looks at these
problems from the Byzantine Empire and its neighbors in the eastern
mediterranean through sources ranging from late antiquity and early Christianity
up to the early modern period. In each of five chapters, Betancourt provides short,
carefully scaled narratives used to illuminate nuanced and surprising takes on nowfamiliar subjects by medieval thinkers and artists. For example, Betancourt
examines depictions of sexual consent in images of the Virgin; the origins of sexual
shaming and bullying in the story of Empress Theodora; early beginnings of trans
history as told in the lives of saints who lived portions of their lives within different
genders; and the ways in which medieval authors understood and depicted
disabilities. Deeply researched, this is a groundbreaking new look at medieval
culture for a new generation of scholars"--

The Global City 2.0
This study is the first systematically to cover those cities beyond the core that
most clearly can be considered world cities: Bangkok, Cairo, Hong Kong, Jakarta,
Johannesburg, Mexico City, Moscow, Mumbai, Sao Paulo, Seoul, Shanghai, and
Singapore. Fourteen leading authorities from diverse backgrounds bring their
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expertise to bear on these cities across four continents and consider the major
regional and global roles they play in economic, political, and cultural life.
Conveying how these cities have followed various pathways to their present
position, they offer multiple perspectives on the interplay of internal and external
forces and demonstrate that any comprehensive discussion of world cities has to
engage a multiplicity of perspectives. With an introduction by Josef Gugler and an
afterword from Saskia Sassen, this substantial volume makes a major contribution
to the world cities literature and provides an important new impetus for further
analysis.

Expulsions
Cities have become increasingly important to global politics, but have largely
occupied a peripheral place in the academic study of International Relations (IR).
This is a notable oversight for the discipline, although one which may be explained
by IR’s traditional state centrism, the subjugation of the city to the demands of the
territorial state in the modern period, and a lack of conceptual and analytical
frameworks that can allow scholars to include the impact of cities within their work.
Presenting case-specific scholarship from leading experts in the field, each
contribution guides the reader through the changing nature of cities in the
international system and their increasing prominence in global governance
outcomes. The book features case studies on the financial power of cities, city
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action in the security domain, collaboration of cities in coping with environmental
problems, transnational urban regions, and mayors as international actors to
illustrate if the relationship between the city and the state has changed in
profound ways, and how cities are empowered by structural changes in world
politics. The multidisciplinary and global focus in The Power of Cities in
International Relations sheds much needed light on the significance of the
reemergence of cities from the long shadow of the nation-state. Only by examining
the mechanisms that have empowered cities in the last few decades can we
understand their new functions and capabilities in global politics.

Shaping Cities in an Urban Age
This accessible and wide–ranging book demonstrates the distinctive insights that
sociology has to bring to the study of globalization. Taking in the cultural, political
and economic dimensions of globalization, the book provides a thorough
introduction to key debates and critically evaluates the causes and consequences
of a globalizing world. In addition to topics such as America′s changing position in
the world under President Obama, the growth of China as a global power and
anti–globalization movements, Martell brings to the discussion other aspects of
world affairs that sociologists have sometimes not focused on so much. In doing so,
he underlines the importance of economic motivations and structures, and shows
how power, inequality and conflict are major factors in globalization. The book
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argues that globalization offers many opportunities for greater interaction and
participation in societies throughout the world, for instance through the media and
migration, but also has dark sides such as war and nuclear proliferation, global
poverty, climate change and financial crisis. This book will be an ideal companion
to students across the social sciences taking courses that cover globalization, and
the sociology of globalization in particular.

Territory, Authority, Rights
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

Cities and Global Governance
How Los Angeles, Hong Kong, and China deal with such urban environmental
issues as ports, goods movement, air pollution, water quality, transportation, and
public space. Over the past four decades, Los Angeles, Hong Kong, and key urban
regions of China have emerged as global cities—in financial, political, cultural,
environmental, and demographic terms. In this book, Robert Gottlieb and Simon
Ng trace the global emergence of these urban areas and compare their responses
to a set of six urban environmental issues. These cities have different patterns of
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development: Los Angeles has been the quintessential horizontal city, the capital
of sprawl; Hong Kong is dense and vertical; China's new megacities in the Pearl
River Delta, created by an explosion in industrial development and a vast
migration from rural to urban areas, combine the vertical and the horizontal. All
three have experienced major environmental changes in a relatively short period
of time. Gottlieb and Ng document how each has dealt with challenges posed by
ports and the movement of goods, air pollution (Los Angeles, Hong Kong, and
urban China are all notorious for their hazardous air quality), water supply (all
three places are dependent on massive transfers of water) and water quality, the
food system (from seed to table), transportation, and public and private space.
Finally they discuss the possibility of change brought about by policy initiatives and
social movements.

The Oxford Handbook of Global Studies
Asylum seeking and the global city are two major contemporary subjects of
analysis to emerge both in the literature and in public and official discourses on
human rights, urban socioeconomic change and national security. Based on
extensive, original ethnographic research, this book examines the situation of
asylum seekers in Hong Kong and offers a narrative of their experiences related to
internal and external borders, the performance of border crossing and asylum
politics in the context of the global city. Hong Kong is a city with no comprehensive
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legislation covering refugee claims and official and public opinion is dominated by
the view that the city would be flooded with illegal economic migrants were policy
changes to be implemented. This book considers why Hong Kong has become a
destination for asylum seekers, how asylum seekers integrate into local and global
economic markets and why the illegalization of asylum seekers plays a significant
role in the processes of global city formation. This book will be essential reading for
academics and students involved in the study of migration; globalization and
borders; research methods in criminology; social problems and urban sociology.

Histories of Violence
Warfare in the twenty-first century goes well beyond conventional armies and
nation-states. In a world of diffuse conflicts taking place across sprawling cities,
war has become fragmented and uneven to match its settings. Yet the analysis of
failed states, civil war, and state building rarely considers the city, rather than the
country, as the terrain of battle. In Cities at War, Mary Kaldor and Saskia Sassen
assemble an international team of scholars to examine cities as sites of
contemporary warfare and insecurity. Reflecting Kaldor’s expertise on security
cultures and Sassen’s perspective on cities and their geographies, they develop
new insight into how cities and their residents encounter instability and conflict, as
well as the ways in which urban forms provide possibilities for countering violence.
Through a series of case studies of cities including Baghdad, Bogotá, Ciudad
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Juarez, Kabul, and Karachi, the book reveals the unequal distribution of insecurity
as well as how urban capabilities might offer resistance and hope. Through
analyses of how contemporary forms of identity, inequality, and segregation
interact with the built environment, Cities at War explains why and how political
violence has become increasingly urbanized. It also points toward the capacity of
the city to shape a different kind of urban subjectivity that can serve as a
foundation for a more peaceful and equitable future.

Globalization and Its Discontents
Income inequality, displaced and imprisoned populations, destruction of land and
water: today's dislocations cannot be understood in the usual terms of poverty and
injustice, Saskia Sassen argues. They are more accurately understood as
expulsions--from professional livelihood, from living space, from the very biosphere
that makes life possible.

The Mobility of Labor and Capital
Cities in a World Economy examines the emergence of global cities as a new social
formation. As sites of rapid and widespread developments in the areas of finance,
information and people, global cities lie at the core of the major processes of
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globalization. The book features a cross-disciplinary approach to urban sociology
using global examples, and discusses the impact of global processes on the social
structure of cities. The Fifth Edition reflects the most current data available and
explores recent debates such as the role of cities in mitigating environmental
problems, the global refugee crisis, Brexit, and the rise of Donald Trump in the
United States.

Shanghai Rising
Until around 1990, Shanghai was China's premier but sluggish industrial center.
Now at the beginning of the twenty-first century, the joint impact of global forces
and state power has turned Shanghai into a dynamic megacity. This collection
places the city's unprecedented rise in a rare comparative examination of U.S.
cities, as well as with Asian megacities Singapore and Hong Kong, providing a
nuanced account of how Shanghai's politics, economy, society, and space have
been transformed by macro- and micro-level forces.

Social Science Concepts and Measurement
Seventeen essays by leading researchers in the area of world cities and the
economic factors.
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Asylum Seeking and the Global City
Global City Makers provides an in-depth account of the role of powerful economic
actors in making and un-making global cities. Engaging critically and constructively
with global urban studies from a relational economic geography perspective, the
book outlines a renewed agenda for global cities research. Focusing on financial
services, management consultancy, real estate, commodity trading and maritime
industries, the detailed studies in this volume are located across the globe to
incorporate major world cities such as London, New York and Tokyo as well as
globalizing cities including Mexico City, Hamburg and Mumbai.

The Global City
This classic work chronicles how New York, London, and Tokyo became command
centers for the global economy and in the process underwent a series of massive
and parallel changes. What distinguishes Sassen's theoretical framework is the
emphasis on the formation of cross-border dynamics through which these cities
and the growing number of other global cities begin to form strategic transnational
networks. All the core data in this new edition have been updated, while the
preface and epilogue discuss the relevant trends in globalization since the book
originally came out in 1991.
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Guests and Aliens
In her groundbreaking book, sociologist Saskia Sassen identifies two sets of
processes that make up globalization. One is the set of global institutions, such as
the World Trade Organization, global financial markets, the War Crimes Tribunals
and the new global cosmopolitanism. However, there is a second set of processes,
frequently ignored by most social scientists, that occur on the national and local
level. These processes can include state monetary and fiscal policy, networks of
activists engaged in local struggles that have an explicit or implicit global agenda,
and local and national politics that are unknowingly part of global networks
containing similar localized efforts. Sassen's new book focuses on the importance
of place, scale and the meaning of the national to study globalization. By
emphasizing the interplay between the global and the local, A Sociology of
Globalization introduces readers to new forms and conditions such as global cities,
transnational communities and commodity chains that are increasingly common.
Sassen's expanded approach to globalization offers new interpretive and analytic
tools to understand the complex ideas of global interdependence.

Sociology of Globalization
Global cities all over the world are taking on new roles as they increasingly
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participate directly and independently in international affairs and global politics. So
far, surprisingly few studies have analyzed the role of the Global City beyond its
already well explicated role in the globalized economy. How is it that local
governments of Global Cities claim international political authority and develop
what appears to be their own independent foreign and security policies despite the
fact that such policy areas have traditionally been considered to be the core
function of nation-states and central governments? What does it mean to be and to
govern the contemporary Global City? In this book Kristin Ljungkvist claims that we
can better understand why local governments find it to be in their Global City’s
interest to claim international political authority by exploring how the city’s role in
the globalized world is constructed and narrated locally. A core claim is that Global
City-hood as a specific type of collective identity can play a constitutive part in
such interest formation. Combining insights from International Relations and Urban
Studies scholarship, and with the help of a case study on New York City, Ljungkvist
develops a new analytical framework for studying the Global City as an
international political actor. The Global City 2.0 shows that even as the Global City
engages in various global issues such as global environmental governance or
counterterrorism, such pursuit will be framed and rationalized in terms of the city’s
economic growth. The quest for growth and global competitiveness are not
necessarily the only available meanings attached to the being and governing of the
contemporary Global City. However, there seems to be a remarkable persistency
and attraction in economistic ideas and an economistic conception of the Global
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City.
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