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Nihilism
The rise and fall of identical copies: digital technologies and form-making from mass customization to mass collaboration.
Digital technologies have changed architecture—the way it is taught, practiced, managed, and regulated. But if the digital
has created a “paradigm shift” for architecture, which paradigm is shifting? In The Alphabet and the Algorithm, Mario Carpo
points to one key practice of modernity: the making of identical copies. Carpo highlights two examples of identicality crucial
to the shaping of architectural modernity: in the fifteenth century, Leon Battista Alberti's invention of architectural design,
according to which a building is an identical copy of the architect's design; and, in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
the mass production of identical copies from mechanical master models, matrixes, imprints, or molds. The modern power of
the identical, Carpo argues, came to an end with the rise of digital technologies. Everything digital is variable. In
architecture, this means the end of notational limitations, of mechanical standardization, and of the Albertian, authorial way
of building by design. Charting the rise and fall of the paradigm of identicality, Carpo compares new forms of postindustrial
digital craftsmanship to hand-making and the cultures and technologies of variations that existed before the coming of
machine-made, identical copies. Carpo reviews the unfolding of digitally based design and construction from the early
1990s to the present, and suggests a new agenda for architecture in an age of variable objects and of generic and
participatory authorship.

Propaganda Art in the 21st Century
2016 marked the birth of the post-truth era. Sophistry and spin have coloured politics since the dawn of time, but two shock
events - the Brexit vote and Donald Trump's elevation to US President - heralded a departure into murkier territory. From
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Trump denying video evidence of his own words, to the infamous Leave claims of £350 million for the NHS, politics has
rarely seen so many stretching the truth with such impunity. Bullshit gets you noticed. Bullshit makes you rich. Bullshit can
even pave your way to the Oval Office. This is bigger than fake news and bigger than social media. It's about the slow rise
of a political, media and online infrastructure that has devalued truth. This is the story of bullshit: what's being spread,
who's spreading it, why it works - and what we can do to tackle it.

Post-Truth
Post-Truth Rhetoric and Composition is a timely exploration of the increasingly widespread and disturbing effect of “posttruth” on public discourse in the United States. Bruce McComiskey analyzes the instances of bullshit, fake news, feigned
ethos, hyperbole, and other forms of post-truth rhetoric employed in recent political discourse. The book frames “posttruth” within rhetorical theory, referring to the classic triad of logos, ethos, and pathos. McComiskey shows that it is the loss
of grounding in logos that exposes us to the dangers of post-truth. As logos is the realm of fact, logic, truth, and valid
reasoning, Western society faces increased risks—including violence, unchecked libel, and tainted elections—when the
value of reason is diminished and audiences allow themselves to be swayed by pathos and ethos. Evaluations of truth are
deferred or avoided, and mendacity convincingly masquerades as a valid form of argument. In a post-truth world, where
neither truth nor falsehood has reliable meaning, language becomes purely strategic, without reference to anything other
than itself. This scenario has serious consequences not only for our public discourse but also for the study of composition.

The Social Fact
How we arrived in a post-truth era, when “alternative facts” replace actual facts, and feelings have more weight than
evidence. Are we living in a post-truth world, where “alternative facts” replace actual facts and feelings have more weight
than evidence? How did we get here? In this volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series, Lee McIntyre traces the
development of the post-truth phenomenon from science denial through the rise of “fake news,” from our psychological
blind spots to the public's retreat into “information silos.” What, exactly, is post-truth? Is it wishful thinking, political spin,
mass delusion, bold-faced lying? McIntyre analyzes recent examples—claims about inauguration crowd size, crime
statistics, and the popular vote—and finds that post-truth is an assertion of ideological supremacy by which its practitioners
try to compel someone to believe something regardless of the evidence. Yet post-truth didn't begin with the 2016 election;
the denial of scientific facts about smoking, evolution, vaccines, and climate change offers a road map for more widespread
fact denial. Add to this the wired-in cognitive biases that make us feel that our conclusions are based on good reasoning
even when they are not, the decline of traditional media and the rise of social media, and the emergence of fake news as a
political tool, and we have the ideal conditions for post-truth. McIntyre also argues provocatively that the right wing
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borrowed from postmodernism—specifically, the idea that there is no such thing as objective truth—in its attacks on science
and facts. McIntyre argues that we can fight post-truth, and that the first step in fighting post-truth is to understand it.

Critical Thinking
How the concept of critical thinking emerged, how it has been defined, and how critical thinking skills can be taught. Critical
thinking is regularly cited as an essential twenty-first century skill, the key to success in school and work. Given our
propensity to believe fake news, draw incorrect conclusions, and make decisions based on emotion rather than reason, it
might even be said that critical thinking is vital to the survival of a democratic society. But what, exactly, is critical thinking?
In this volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series, Jonathan Haber explains how the concept of critical thinking
emerged, how it has been defined, and how critical thinking skills can be taught and assessed. Haber describes the term's
origins in such disciplines as philosophy, psychology, and science. He examines the components of critical thinking,
including structured thinking, language skills, background knowledge, and information literacy, along with such necessary
intellectual traits as intellectual humility, empathy, and open-mindedness. He discusses how research has defined critical
thinking, how elements of critical thinking have been taught for centuries, and how educators can teach critical thinking
skills now. Haber argues that the most important critical thinking issue today is that not enough people are doing enough of
it. Fortunately, critical thinking can be taught, practiced, and evaluated. This book offers a guide for teachers, students, and
aspiring critical thinkers everywhere, including advice for educational leaders and policy makers on how to make the
teaching and learning of critical thinking an educational priority and practical reality.

Fake News Nation
An analysis of the digital imaging revolution. It describes the technology of digital imaging and looks at how it is changing
the way we explore ideas, at its aesthetic potential and at the ethical questions raised. Topics include electronic
brushstrokes, virtual cameras, synthetic shading and more.

Economics in the Age of COVID-19
Why the prejudice against adopting a scientific attitude in the social sciences is creating a new 'Dark Ages' and preventing
us from solving the perennial problems of crime, war, and poverty. During the Dark Ages, the progress of Western
civilization virtually stopped. The knowledge gained by the scholars of the classical age was lost; for nearly 600 years, life
was governed by superstitions and fears fueled by ignorance. In this outspoken and forthright book, Lee McIntyre argues
that today we are in a new Dark Age—that we are as ignorant of the causes of human behavior as people centuries ago
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were of the causes of such natural phenomena as disease, famine, and eclipses. We are no further along in our
understanding of what causes war, crime, and poverty—and how to end them—than our ancestors. We need, McIntyre says,
another scientific revolution; we need the courage to apply a more rigorous methodology to human behavior, to go where
the empirical evidence leads us—even if it threatens our cherished religious or political beliefs about human autonomy,
race, class, and gender. Resistance to knowledge has always arisen against scientific advance. Today's
academics—economists, psychologists, philosophers, and others in the social sciences—stand in the way of a science of
human behavior just as clerics attempted to block the Copernican revolution in the 1600s. A scientific approach to social
science would test hypotheses against the evidence rather than find and use evidence only to affirm a particular theory, as
is often the practice in today's social sciences. Drawing lessons from Galileo's conflict with the Catholic church and current
debates over the teaching of "creation science," McIntyre argues that what we need most to establish a science of human
behavior is the scientific attitude—the willingness to hear what the evidence tells us even if it clashes with religious or
political pieties—and the resolve to apply our findings to the creation of a better society.

The Scientific Attitude
"This book explains what corruption is, and how to fight it. Corruption is the use of power in the public sphere for personal
gain. Corruption can involve paying a bribe to facilitate a permit application, government contracts for construction or
procurement, or by granting special interests influence over government or business proceedings, without cash ever
changing hands. The book explores case studies of countries that have successfully managed to stem corruption, and the
roles that the judicial system, auditors, ombudspersons, and the media can play in halting corruption. However, Rotberg
argues, the essential ingredient to fighting corruption is a leader with the political will to tackle corruption, from whom
judges, investigators, and others can take their cues. The book also explores the ways in which technology can stop
corruption-moving bureaucratic processes online, for example, eliminates the possibility of being asked for a bribe. The
book concludes with a thirteen-step recipe for anticorruption success"--

Post-Truth
How we arrived in a post-truth era, when ""alternative facts"" replace actual facts, and feelings have more weight than
evidence.

A Short History of Truth
“Every teacher, every student of history, every citizen should read this book. It is both a refreshing antidote to what has
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passed for history in our educational system and a one-volume education in itself.” —Howard Zinn A new edition of the
national bestseller and American Book Award winner, with a new preface by the author Since its first publication in 1995,
Lies My Teacher Told Me has become one of the most important—and successful—history books of our time. Having sold
nearly two million copies, the book also won an American Book Award and the Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for Distinguished
Anti-Racist Scholarship and was heralded on the front page of the New York Times. For this new edition, Loewen has added
a new preface that shows how inadequate history courses in high school help produce adult Americans who think Donald
Trump can solve their problems, and calls out academic historians for abandoning the concept of truth in a misguided effort
to be “objective.” What started out as a survey of the twelve leading American history textbooks has ended up being what
the San Francisco Chronicle calls “an extremely convincing plea for truth in education.” In Lies My Teacher Told Me, James
W. Loewen brings history alive in all its complexity and ambiguity. Beginning with pre-Columbian history and ranging over
characters and events as diverse as Reconstruction, Helen Keller, the first Thanksgiving, the My Lai massacre, 9/11, and the
Iraq War, Loewen offers an eye-opening critique of existing textbooks, and a wonderful retelling of American history as it
should—and could—be taught to American students.

Post-Truth Rhetoric and Composition
Structure and Interpretation of Computer Programs by Harold Abelson and Gerald Jay Sussman is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 3.0 License.

Understanding Argument in a Post-Truth World
Fake News Nation tells the story of how false information has flooded American public life for over 230 years. The authors
show how lies, misrepresentations, and rumors have drawn America into wars, covered up assassinations, influenced
national elections, and impacted contentious policy issues such as the effects of smoking and climate change.

Dark Ages
How biases, the desire for a good narrative, reliance on citation metrics, and other problems undermine confidence in
modern science. Modern science is built on experimental evidence, yet scientists are often very selective in deciding what
evidence to use and tend to disagree about how to interpret it. In The Matter of Facts, Gareth and Rhodri Leng explore how
scientists produce and use evidence. They do so to contextualize an array of problems confronting modern science that
have raised concerns about its reliability: the widespread use of inappropriate statistical tests, a shortage of replication
studies, and a bias in both publishing and citing “positive” results. Before these problems can be addressed meaningfully,
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the authors argue, we must understand what makes science work and what leads it astray. The myth of science is that
scientists constantly challenge their own thinking. But in reality, all scientists are in the business of persuading other
scientists of the importance of their own ideas, and they do so by combining reason with rhetoric. Often, they look for
evidence that will support their ideas, not for evidence that might contradict them; often, they present evidence in a way
that makes it appear to be supportive; and often, they ignore inconvenient evidence. In a series of essays focusing on
controversies, disputes, and discoveries, the authors vividly portray science as a human activity, driven by passion as well
as by reason. By analyzing the fluidity of scientific concepts and the dynamic and unpredictable development of scientific
fields, the authors paint a picture of modern science and the pressures it faces.

Media Accountability in the Era of Post-Truth Politics
'A Malcolm Gladwell-style social psychology/behavioural economics primer' Evening Standard Low-level dishonesty is rife
everywhere, in the form of exaggeration, selective use of facts, economy with the truth, careful drafting - from Trump and
the Brexit debate to companies that tell us 'your call is important to us'. How did we get to a place where bullshit is not just
rife but apparently so effective that it's become the communications strategy of our times? This brilliantly insightful book
steps inside the panoply of deception employed in all walks of life and assesses how it has come to this. It sets out the
surprising logic which explains why bullshit is both pervasive and persistent. Why are company annual reports often
nonsense? Why should you not trust estate agents? And above all, why has political campaigning become the art of
stretching the truth? Drawing on behavioural science, economics, psychology and of course his knowledge of the media,
Evan ends by providing readers with a tool-kit to handle the kinds of deceptions we encounter every day, and charts a route
through the muddy waters of the post-truth age.

Weaponized Lies
In this engaging and spirited text, Michael Lynch argues that truth does matter, in both our personal and political lives. He
explains that the growing cynicism over truth stems in large part from our confusion over what truth is.

Post-Truth
Welcome to the Post-Truth era— a time in which the art of the lie is shaking the very foundations of democracy and the
world as we know it. The Brexit vote; Donald Trump’s victory; the rejection of climate change science; the vilification of
immigrants; all have been based on the power to evoke feelings and not facts. So what does it all mean and how can we
champion truth in in a time of lies and ‘alternative facts’? In this eye-opening and timely book, Post-Truth is distinguished
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from a long tradition of political lies, exaggeration and spin. What is new is not the mendacity of politicians but the public’s
response to it and the ability of new technologies and social media to manipulate, polarise and entrench opinion. Where
trust has evaporated, conspiracy theories thrive, the authority of the media wilt and emotions matter more than facts .
Now, one of the UK’s most respected political journalists, Matthew d’Ancona investigates how we got here, why quiet
resignation is not an option and how we can and must fight back.

Post-Truth
How did we find ourselves in a "post-truth" world of "alternative facts"? And can we get out of it? A Short History of Truth
sets out to answer these questions by looking at the complex history of truth and falsehood. It identifies ten types of
supposed truth and explains how easily each can become the midwife of falsehood. There is no species of truth that we can
rely on unquestioningly, but that does not mean the truth can never be established. Attaining truth is an achievement we
need to work for, and each chapter will end up with a truth we can have some confidence in. This history builds into a
comprehensive and clear explanation of why truth is now so disputed by exploring 10 kinds of truth: 1. Eternal truths. 2.
Authoritative truths. 3. Esoteric truths. 4. Reasoned truths. 5. Evidence-based truths. 6. Creative truths. 7. Relative truths.
8. Powerful truths 9. Moral truths. 10. Holistic truths. Baggini provides us with all we need to restore faith in the value and
possibility of truth as a social enterprise. Truth-seekers need to be sceptical not cynical, autonomous not atomistic,
provisional not dogmatic, open not empty, demanding not unreasonable.

The Alphabet and the Algorithm
Bringing together both leading international scholars and emerging academic talent, Media Accountability in the Era of PostTruth Politics maps the current state of media accountability in Europe and provides fresh perspectives for future
developments in media and communication fields. As the integrity of the international media landscape is challenged by farreaching transformations and the rise of “fake news,” the need for a functional system of media regulation is greater than
ever. This book addresses the pressing need to re-evaluate and redefine the notion of accountability in the fast-changing
field of journalism and “information provision.” Using comparative research and empirical data, the book’s case studies
address the notion of media accountability from various perspectives, considering political and societal change, economic,
organisational and technological factors, and the changing role of media audiences. By collecting and juxtaposing these
studies, the book provides a new discussion for the old question of how we can safeguard free and responsible media in
Europe – a question that seems more urgent than ever. Media Accountability in the Era of Post-Truth Politics is an essential
read for students and researchers in journalism, media and communication studies.
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Democratizing Innovation
An exploration of the scientific mindset—such character virtues as curiosity, veracity, attentiveness, and humility to
evidence—and its importance for science, democracy, and human flourishing. Exemplary scientists have a characteristic
way of viewing the world and their work: their mindset and methods all aim at discovering truths about nature. In An
Instinct for Truth, Robert Pennock explores this scientific mindset and argues that what Charles Darwin called “an instinct
for truth, knowledge, and discovery” has a tacit moral structure—that it is important not only for scientific excellence and
integrity but also for democracy and human flourishing. In an era of “post-truth,” the scientific drive to discover empirical
truths has a special value. Taking a virtue-theoretic perspective, Pennock explores curiosity, veracity, skepticism, humility
to evidence, and other scientific virtues and vices. He explains that curiosity is the most distinctive element of the scientific
character, by which other norms are shaped; discusses the passionate nature of scientific attentiveness; and calls for
science education not only to teach scientific findings and methods but also to nurture the scientific mindset and its core
values. Drawing on historical sources as well as a sociological study of more than a thousand scientists, Pennock's
philosophical account is grounded in values that scientists themselves recognize they should aspire to. Pennock argues that
epistemic and ethical values are normatively interconnected, and that for science and society to flourish, we need not just a
philosophy of science, but a philosophy of the scientist.

Anticorruption
Throughout history, humans have always indulged in certain irrationalities and held some fairly wrong-headed beliefs. But
in his newest book, philosopher Lee McIntyre shows how we've now reached a watershed moment for ignorance in the
modern era, due to the volume of misinformation, the speed with which it can be digitally disseminated, and the savvy
exploitation of our cognitive weaknesses by those who wish to advance their ideological agendas. In Respecting Truth:
Willful Ignorance in the Internet Age, McIntyre issues a call to fight back against this slide into the witless abyss. In the
tradition of Galileo, the author champions the importance of using tested scientific methods for arriving at true beliefs, and
shows how our future survival is dependent on a more widespread, reasonable world.

Post-Truth
Innovation is rapidly becoming democratized. Users, aided by improvements in computer and communications technology,
increasingly can develop their own new products and services. Eric von Hippel looks closely at this emerging system of usercentred innovation.
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Technically Together
Are we living in a post-truth world, where "alternative facts" replace actual facts and feelings have more weight than
evidence? How did we get here? In this volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series, Lee McIntyre traces the
development of the post-truth phenomenon from science denial through the rise of "fake news," from our psychological
blind spots to the public's retreat into "information silos." What, exactly, is post-truth? Is it wishful thinking, political spin,
mass delusion, bold-faced lying? McIntyre analyzes recent examples -- claims about inauguration crowd size, crime
statistics, and the popular vote -- and finds that post-truth is an assertion of ideological supremacy by which its
practitioners try to compel someone to believe something regardless of the evidence. Yet post-truth didn't begin with the
2016 election; the denial of scientific facts about smoking, evolution, vaccines, and climate change offers a road map for
more widespread fact denial. Add to this the wired-in cognitive biases that make us feel that our conclusions are based on
good reasoning even when they are not, the decline of traditional media and the rise of social media, and the emergence of
fake news as a political tool, and we have the ideal conditions for post-truth. McIntyre also argues provocatively that the
right wing borrowed from postmodernism -- specifically, the idea that there is no such thing as objective truth -- in its
attacks on science and facts. McIntyre argues that we can fight post-truth, and that the first step in fighting post-truth is to
understand it.

Post-Truth
Information literacy is a key skill for all news consumers, and this Special Report shows how librarians can make a
difference by helping patrons identify misinformation.

Anti-Vaxxers
New perspectives on the misinformation ecosystem that is the production and circulation of fake news. What is fake news?
Is it an item on Breitbart, an article in The Onion, an outright falsehood disseminated via Russian bot, or a catchphrase used
by a politician to discredit a story he doesn't like? This book examines the real fake news: the constant flow of purposefully
crafted, sensational, emotionally charged, misleading or totally fabricated information that mimics the form of mainstream
news. Rather than viewing fake news through a single lens, the book maps the various kinds of misinformation through
several different disciplinary perspectives, taking into account the overlapping contexts of politics, technology, and
journalism. The contributors consider topics including fake news as “disorganized” propaganda; folkloric falsehood in the
“Pizzagate” conspiracy; native advertising as counterfeit news; the limitations of regulatory reform and technological
solutionism; Reddit's enabling of fake news; the psychological mechanisms by which people make sense of information; and
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the evolution of fake news in America. A section on media hoaxes and satire features an oral history of and an interview
with prankster-activists the Yes Men, famous for parodies that reveal hidden truths. Finally, contributors consider possible
solutions to the complex problem of fake news—ways to mitigate its spread, to teach students to find factually accurate
information, and to go beyond fact-checking. Contributors Mark Andrejevic, Benjamin Burroughs, Nicholas Bowman, Mark
Brewin, Elizabeth Cohen, Colin Doty, Dan Faltesek, Johan Farkas, Cherian George, Tarleton Gillespie, Dawn R. Gilpin, Gina
Giotta, Theodore Glasser, Amanda Ann Klein, Paul Levinson, Adrienne Massanari, Sophia A. McClennen, Kembrew McLeod,
Panagiotis Takis Metaxas, Paul Mihailidis, Benjamin Peters, Whitney Phillips, Victor Pickard, Danielle Polage, Stephanie
Ricker Schulte, Leslie-Jean Thornton, Anita Varma, Claire Wardle, Melissa Zimdars, Sheng Zou

Structure and Interpretation of Computer Programs - 2nd Edition
A guide to the pandemic economy: essential reading about the long-term implications of our current crisis. The COVID-19
pandemic has unleashed a firehose of information (much of it wrong) and an avalanche of opinions (many of them illfounded). Most of us are so distracted by the everyday awfulness that we don't see the broader issues in play. In this book,
economist Joshua Gans steps back from the short-term chaos to take a clear and systematic look at how economic choices
are being made in response to COVID-19. He shows that containing the virus and pausing the economy—without letting
businesses fail and people lose their jobs—are the necessary first steps.

Lies My Teacher Told Me
"A presentation of the scientific argument in favor of vaccination, which probes the consequences, origins and impact of the
the anti-vaccination movement"--

Fake News and Alternative Facts
How to understand propaganda art in the post-truth era—and how to create a new kind of emancipatory propaganda art.
Propaganda art—whether a depiction of joyous workers in the style of socialist realism or a film directed by Steve
Bannon—delivers a message. But, as Jonas Staal argues in this illuminating and timely book, propaganda does not merely
make a political point; it aims to construct reality itself. Political regimes have shaped our world according to their interests
and ideology; today, popular mass movements push back by constructing other worlds with their own propagandas. In
Propaganda Art in the 21st Century, Staal offers an essential guide for understanding propaganda art in the post-truth era.
Staal shows that propaganda is not a relic of a totalitarian past but occurs today even in liberal democracies. He considers
different historical forms of propaganda art, from avant-garde to totalitarian and modernist, and he investigates the us
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versus them dichotomy promoted in War on Terror propaganda art—describing, among other things, a fictional scenario
from the Department of Homeland Security, acted out in real time, and military training via videogame. He discusses
artistic and cultural productions developed by such popular mass movements of the twenty-first century as the Occupy,
activism by and in support of undocumented migrants and refugees, and struggles for liberation in such countries as Mali
and Syria. Staal, both a scholar of propaganda and a self-described propaganda artist, proposes a new model of
emancipatory propaganda art—one that acknowledges the relation between art and power and takes both an aesthetic and
a political position in the practice of world-making.

Fake News
An examination of the meaning of meaninglessness: why it matters that nothing matters. When someone is labeled a
nihilist, it's not usually meant as a compliment. Most of us associate nihilism with destructiveness and violence. Nihilism
means, literally, “an ideology of nothing. “ Is nihilism, then, believing in nothing? Or is it the belief that life is nothing? Or
the belief that the beliefs we have amount to nothing? If we can learn to recognize the many varieties of nihilism, Nolen
Gertz writes, then we can learn to distinguish what is meaningful from what is meaningless. In this addition to the MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series, Gertz traces the history of nihilism in Western philosophy from Socrates through Hannah Arendt
and Jean-Paul Sartre. Although the term “nihilism” was first used by Friedrich Jacobi to criticize the philosophy of Immanuel
Kant, Gertz shows that the concept can illuminate the thinking of Socrates, Descartes, and others. It is Nietzsche, however,
who is most associated with nihilism, and Gertz focuses on Nietzsche's thought. Gertz goes on to consider what is not
nihilism—pessimism, cynicism, and apathy—and why; he explores theories of nihilism, including those associated with
Existentialism and Postmodernism; he considers nihilism as a way of understanding aspects of everyday life, calling on
Adorno, Arendt, Marx, and prestige television, among other sources; and he reflects on the future of nihilism. We need to
understand nihilism not only from an individual perspective, Gertz tells us, but also from a political one.

Navigating Fake News, Alternative Facts, and Misinformation in a Post-Truth World
Western societies are under siege, as fake news, post-truth and alternative facts are undermining the very core of
democracy. This dystopian narrative is currently circulated by intellectuals, journalists and policy makers worldwide. In this
book, Johan Farkas and Jannick Schou deliver a comprehensive study of post-truth discourses. They critically map the
normative ideas contained in these and present a forceful call for deepening democracy. The dominant narrative of our
time is that democracy is in a state of emergency caused by social media, changes to journalism and misinformed masses.
This crisis needs to be resolved by reinstating truth at the heart of democracy, even if this means curtailing civic
participation and popular sovereignty. Engaging with critical political philosophy, Farkas and Schou argue that these
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solutions neglect the fact that democracy has never been about truth alone: it is equally about the voice of the democratic
people. Post-Truth, Fake News and Democracy delivers a sobering diagnosis of our times. It maps contemporary discourses
on truth and democracy, foregrounds their normative foundations and connects these to historical changes within liberal
democracies. The book will be of interest to students and scholars studying the current state and future of democracy, as
well as to a politically informed readership.

Respecting Truth
‘Post-truth’ was Oxford Dictionaries 2016 word of the year. While the term was coined by its disparagers in the light of the
Brexit and US presidential campaigns, the roots of post-truth lie deep in the history of Western social and political theory.
Post-Truth reaches back to Plato, ranging across theology and philosophy, to focus on the Machiavellian tradition in classical
sociology, as exemplified by Vilfredo Pareto, who offered the original modern account of post-truth in terms of the
‘circulation of elites’. The defining feature of ‘post-truth’ is a strong distinction between appearance and reality which is
never quite resolved and so the strongest appearance ends up passing for reality. The only question is whether more is
gained by rapid changes in appearance or by stabilizing one such appearance. Post-Truth plays out what this means for
both politics and science.

Lies, Incorporated
In the current day and age, objective facts have less influence on opinions and decisions than personal emotions and
beliefs. Many individuals rely on their social networks to gather information thanks to social media?s ability to share
information rapidly and over a much greater geographic range. However, this creates an overall false balance as people
tend to seek out information that is compatible with their existing views and values. They deliberately seek out ?facts? and
data that specifically support their conclusions and classify any information that contradicts their beliefs as ?false news.?
Navigating Fake News, Alternative Facts, and Misinformation in a Post-Truth World is a collection of innovative research on
human and automated methods to deter the spread of misinformation online, such as legal or policy changes, information
literacy workshops, and algorithms that can detect fake news dissemination patterns in social media. While highlighting
topics including source credibility, share culture, and media literacy, this book is ideally designed for social media
managers, technology and software developers, IT specialists, educators, columnists, writers, editors, journalists,
broadcasters, newscasters, researchers, policymakers, and students.

Storytelling and the Sciences of Mind
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An transdisciplinary exploration of narrative not just as a target for interpretation but also as a means for making sense of
experience itself.

True to Life
How the structure of news, information, and knowledge is evolving and how news media can foster social connection. While
the public believes that journalism remains crucial for democracy, there is a general sense that the news media are
performing this role poorly. In The Social Fact, John Wihbey makes the case that journalism can better serve democracy by
focusing on ways of fostering social connection. Wihbey explores how the structure of news, information, and knowledge
and their flow through society are changing, and he considers ways in which news media can demonstrate the highest
possible societal value in the context of these changes. Wihbey examines network science as well as the interplay between
information and communications technologies (ICTs) and the structure of knowledge in society. He discusses the underlying
patterns that characterize our increasingly networked world of information—with its viral phenomena and whiplash-inducing
trends, its extremes and surprises. How can the traditional media world be reconciled with the world of social, peer-to-peer
platforms, crowdsourcing, and user-generated content? Wihbey outlines a synthesis for news producers and advocates
innovation in approach, form, and purpose. The Social Fact provides a valuable framework for doing audience-engaged
media work of many kinds in our networked, hybrid media environment. It will be of interest to all those concerned about
the future of news and public affairs.

Post-Truth
Understanding Argument in a Post-Truth World equips readers with modern argumentative strategies that complement the
technological and information-rich era in which we live. The text recognizes that individuals today need practical evaluative
techniques in order to effectively construct well-informed, critical stances on a variety of issues. Within the context of
modern American society, readers learn how to sharpen their critical thinking skills, effectively contribute to civil discourse,
and sift through the deluge of information available to them via the media, internet, news outlets, and more. The book
introduces readers to three major argument models--the Toulmin model, the stock issues model, and the narrative
paradigm--and demonstrates how to apply them in real-world settings. They study deductive, inductive, and abductive
reasoning, the impact of logical fallacies on argument, refutation strategies and pitfalls, and how to assess bias. Full of
timely and valuable information, Understanding Argument in a Post-Truth World is an ideal textbook for courses in
argumentation, civil discourse, and communication and critical thinking. Heather Walters is a senior instructor of
communication and assistant director of debate/forensics at Missouri State University. She earned her master's and
bachelor's degrees from Missouri State University and her Juris Doctorate from the University of Maryland School of Law.
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Walters debated for Missouri State and has won numerous national and regional debate awards. Her scholarly interests
include argumentation/persuasion, legal communication, and communication theory. Kristen Stout is an instructor and
director of debate/forensics at Crowder College and also teaches courses in argumentation and public speaking at Missouri
State University, where she earned her M.A. degree. She is a governing board member of the Speech and Theatre
Association of Missouri. Her research interests include argumentation in the digital age, academic debate in the classroom,
and the rise of non-traditional news and media outlets.

The Matter of Facts
"In a post-truth, fake news world, we are particularly susceptible to the claims of pseudoscience. When emotions and
opinions are more widely disseminated than scientific findings, and self-proclaimed experts get their expertise from Google,
how can the average person distinguish real science from fake? This book examines pseudoscience from a variety of
perspectives, through case studies, analysis, and personal accounts that show how to recognize pseudoscience, why it is so
widely accepted, and how to advocate for real science. Contributors examine the basics of pseudoscience, including issues
of cognitive bias; the costs of pseudoscience, with accounts of naturopathy and logical fallacies in the anti-vaccination
movement; perceptions of scientific soundness; the mainstream presence of "integrative medicine," hypnosis, and
parapsychology; and the use of case studies and new media in science advocacy."--Back cover.

An Instinct for Truth
Why we should not accept "networked individualism" as the inevitable future of community.

Pseudoscience
Previously Published as A Field Guide to Lies We’re surrounded by fringe theories, fake news, and pseudo-facts. These lies
are getting repeated. New York Times bestselling author Daniel Levitin shows how to disarm these socially devastating
inventions and get the American mind back on track. Here are the fundamental lessons in critical thinking that we need to
know and share now. Investigating numerical misinformation, Daniel Levitin shows how mishandled statistics and graphs
can give a grossly distorted perspective and lead us to terrible decisions. Wordy arguments on the other hand can easily be
persuasive as they drift away from the facts in an appealing yet misguided way. The steps we can take to better evaluate
news, advertisements, and reports are clearly detailed. Ultimately, Levitin turns to what underlies our ability to determine if
something is true or false: the scientific method. He grapples with the limits of what we can and cannot know. Case studies
are offered to demonstrate the applications of logical thinking to quite varied settings, spanning courtroom testimony,
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medical decision making, magic, modern physics, and conspiracy theories. This urgently needed book enables us to avoid
the extremes of passive gullibility and cynical rejection. As Levitin attests: Truth matters. A post-truth era is an era of willful
irrationality, reversing all the great advances humankind has made. Euphemisms like “fringe theories,” “extreme views,”
“alt truth,” and even “fake news” can literally be dangerous. Let's call lies what they are and catch those making them in
the act.

The Reconfigured Eye
The election of Donald Trump and the great disruption in the news and social media. Donald Trump's election as the 45th
President of the United States came as something of a surprise—to many analysts, journalists, and voters. The New York
Times's The Upshot gave Hillary Clinton an 85 percent chance of winning the White House even as the returns began to
come in. What happened? And what role did the news and social media play in the election? In Trump and the Media,
journalism and technology experts grapple with these questions in a series of short, thought-provoking essays. Considering
the disruption of the media landscape, the disconnect between many voters and the established news outlets, the
emergence of fake news and “alternative facts,” and Trump's own use of social media, these essays provide a window onto
broader transformations in the relationship between information and politics in the twenty-first century. The contributors
find historical roots to current events in Cold War notions of "us" versus "them," trace the genealogy of the assault on facts,
and chart the collapse of traditional news gatekeepers. They consider such topics as Trump's tweets (diagnosed by one
writer as “Twitterosis”) and the constant media exposure given to Trump during the campaign. They propose
photojournalists as visual fact checkers (“lessons of the paparazzi”) and debate whether Trump's administration is
authoritarian or just authoritarian-like. Finally, they consider future strategies for the news and social media to improve the
quality of democratic life. Contributors Mike Ananny, Chris W. Anderson, Rodney Benson, Pablo J. Boczkowski, danah boyd,
Robyn Caplan, Michael X. Delli Carpini, Josh Cowls, Susan J. Douglas, Keith N. Hampton, Dave Karpf, Daniel Kreiss, Seth C.
Lewis, Zoey Lichtenheld, Andrew L. Mendelson, Gina Neff, Zizi Papacharissi, Katy E. Pearce, Victor Pickard, Sue Robinson,
Adrienne Russell, Ralph Schroeder, Michael Schudson, Julia Sonnevend, Keren Tenenboim-Weinblatt, Tina Tucker, Fred
Turner, Nikki Usher, Karin Wahl-Jorgensen, Silvio Waisbord, Barbie Zelizer

Post-Truth, Fake News and Democracy
"A progressive research and information center examines how organizations and lobbies like gun control, tobacco and
alcohol and oil have combined forces to attack and distort the truth, cripple legislation and create controversy where there
is none,"--NoveList.
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Trump and the Media
Attacks on science have become commonplace. Claims that climate change isn't settled science, that evolution is "only a
theory," and that scientists are conspiring to keep the truth about vaccines from the public are staples of some politicians'
rhetorical repertoire. In this book, Lee McIntyre argues that what distinguishes science from its rivals is what he calls "the
scientific attitude"-caring about evidence and being willing to change theories on the basis of new evidence. The history of
science is littered with theories that were scientific but turned out to be wrong; the scientific attitude reveals why even a
failed theory can help us to understand what is special about science. He describes the transformation of medicine from a
practice based largely on hunches into a science based on evidence; considers scientific fraud; and examines the positions
of ideology-driven denialists, pseudoscientists, and "skeptics" who reject scientific findings. The scientific attitude, McIntyre
explains, offers a uniquely powerful tool in the defense of science. Book jacket.
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