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Protestants

The gripping story of post-Mao China and the harrowing fate of the artist and
activist Ai Weiwei In October 2010, Ai Weiwei's Sunflower Seeds appeared in the
Turbine Hall in the Tate Modern. In April 2011, he was arrested and held for more
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than two months in terrible conditions. The most famous living Chinese artist and
activist, Weiwei is a figure of extraordinary talent, courage, and integrity. From the
beginning of his career, he has spoken out against the world's most powerful
totalitarian regime, in part by creating some of the most beautiful and mysterious
artworks of our age, works which have touched millions around the world. Just after
Ai Weiwei's release from illegal detention, Barnaby Martin flew to Beijing to
interview him about his imprisonment and to learn more about what is really going
on behind the scenes in the upper echelons of the Chinese Communist Party.
Based on these interviews and Martin's own intimate connections with China,
Hanging Man is an exploration of Weiwei's life, art, and activism and also a
meditation on the creative process, and on the history of art in modern China. It is
a rich picture of the man and his milieu, of what he is trying to communicate with
his art, and of the growing campaign for democracy and accountability in China. It
is a book about courage and hope found in the absence of freedom and justice.

The Catholics

'an intriguing exploration of the many roles that angels have played in spiritual
life.' - The Sunday Times: Nick Rennison 'In a 2016 poll, one in 10 Britons claimed
to have experienced the presence of an angel, while one in three remain convinced
that they have a guardian angel. These are huge numbers and mean that, on some
counts, angels are doing better than God.' In the secular, sceptical, post-Christian
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world of the West, continuing faith in angels is both anomaly and comfort. But
what exactly are angels, and why have so many in different times and contexts
around the globe believed in them? What is their history and role in the great
faiths and beyond their walls? Are angels something real, a manifestation of divine
concern? Or part of the poetry of religion? And can they continue to illuminate a
deeper truth about human existence and the cosmos? These are not new
questions. They have been asked over millennia, right up to the present day, as
writer, journalist and broadcaster Peter Stanford explores in Angels, his latest
investigation into the history, theology and cultural significance of religious ideas.
'There is no better navigator through the space in which art, culture and spirituality
meet than Peter Stanford' Cole Moreton, Independent on Sunday

Dictionary of World Biography

At the five-hundredth anniversary of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses and the
dawn of the Protestant movement, Indulgences: Luther, Catholicism, and the
Imputation of Merit sets forth a revised theological interpretation of the Church’s
practice of indulgences. Author Mary C. Moorman argues that Luther’s sola fide
theology merely absolutized the very logic of indulgences which he sought to
overthrow, while indulgences in their proper context remain an irreducible witness
to the Church’s corporate nuptial covenant with Christ, by which penitents are
drawn into deeper fellowship with the Church and the Church’s Lord. As Robert W.
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Shaffern, Professor of Medieval History at the University of Scranton, writes in his
foreword to Indulgences, “Mary Moorman’s book joins a number of recent scholarly
studies that revise substantially the old convictions about indulgences. She is
mostly interested in how theological thinking about indulgences should be done
today, with of course the help that patristic, medieval, and early modern
authorities might lend. She brings to bear a broad range of primary and secondary
sources on the issue of indulgences and constructs an impressive series of
covalent images with which to understand the role of indulgences in today’s
Christian Church.”

Ancient Worlds

From “one of the best of the new [Martin Luther] biographers” (The New Yorker), a
portrait of the complicated founding father of the Protestant Reformation, whose
intellectual assault on Catholicism transformed Christianity and changed the
course of world history. “Magnificent.”—The Wall Street Journal
“Penetrating.”—The New York Times Book Review “Smart, accessible,
authoritative.”—Hilary Mantel On October 31, 1517, so the story goes, a shy monk
named Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper to the door of the Castle Church in the
university town of Wittenberg. The ideas contained in these Ninety-five Theses,
which boldly challenged the Catholic Church, spread like wildfire. Within two
months, they were known all over Germany. So powerful were Martin Luther’s
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broadsides against papal authority that they polarized a continent and tore apart
the very foundation of Western Christendom. Luther’s ideas inspired upheavals
whose consequences we live with today. But who was the man behind the Ninety-
five Theses? Lyndal Roper’s magisterial new biography goes beyond Luther’s
theology to investigate the inner life of the religious reformer who has been called
“the last medieval man and the first modern one.” Here is a full-blooded portrait of
a revolutionary thinker who was, at his core, deeply flawed and full of
contradictions. Luther was a brilliant writer whose biblical translations had a lasting
impact on the German language. Yet he was also a strident fundamentalist whose
scathing rhetorical attacks threatened to alienate those he might persuade. He had
a colorful, even impish personality, and when he left the monastery to get married
(“to spite the Devil,” he explained), he wooed and wed an ex-nun. But he had an
ugly side too. When German peasants rose up against the nobility, Luther urged
the aristocracy to slaughter them. He was a ferocious anti-Semite and a virulent
misogynist, even as he argued for liberated human sexuality within marriage. A
distinguished historian of early modern Europe, Lyndal Roper looks deep inside the
heart of this singularly complex figure. The force of Luther’s personality, she
argues, had enormous historical effects—both good and ill. By bringing us closer
than ever to the man himself, she opens up a new vision of the Reformation and
the world it created and draws a fully three-dimensional portrait of its founder.

A People’s Tragedy
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Contemporary pilgrim Peter Stanford visits some of the most ancient religious sites
in Britain, taking the spiritual temperature of our apparently secular and sceptical
age.

Martin Luther - Catholic Dissident

This definitive portrait of American diplomacy reveals how the concept of the West
drove twentieth-century foreign policy, how it fell from favor, and why it is worth
saving. Throughout the twentieth century, many Americans saw themselves as
part of Western civilization, and Western ideals of liberty and self-government
guided American diplomacy. But today, other ideas fill this role: on one side, a
technocratic "liberal international order," and on the other, the illiberal nationalism
of "America First." In The Abandonment of the West, historian Michael Kimmage
shows how the West became the dominant idea in US foreign policy in the first half
of the twentieth century -- and how that consensus has unraveled. We must revive
the West, he argues, to counter authoritarian challenges from Russia and China.
This is an urgent portrait of modern America's complicated origins, its emergence
as a superpower, and the crossroads at which it now stands.

Luther, Conflict, and Christendom
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In Kingsley Amis’s virtuoso foray into virtual history it is 1976 but the modern world
is a medieval relic, frozen in intellectual and spiritual time ever since Martin Luther
was promoted to pope back in the sixteenth century. Stephen the Third, the king of
England, has just died, and Mass (Mozart’s second requiem) is about to be sung to
lay him to rest. In the choir is our hero, Hubert Anvil, an extremely ordinary ten-
year-old boy with a faultless voice. In the audience is a select group of experts
whose job is to determine whether that faultless voice should be preserved by
performing a certain operation. Art, after all, is worth any sacrifice. How Hubert
realizes what lies in store for him and how he deals with the whirlpool of piety,
menace, terror, and passion that he soon finds himself in are the subject of a
classic piece of counterfactual fiction equal to Philip K. Dick’s The Man in the High
Castle. The Alteration won the John W. Campbell Memorial Award for best science-
fiction novel in 1976.

Catholic Matters

The Polish monarchy had a great impact on the rise of Lutheranism. King
Sigismund (1506-1548) turned a blind eye to many Lutheran activities, and this
study sees his tacit acceptance as an argument for the notion that he didn't see
Lutheranism as a threat to the existing catholic Christianity, but as a variant form
of the same faith.
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Martin Luther's 95 Theses

When Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses (reputedly nailed to the door of
the Castle Church in Wittenberg), he unwittingly launch a movement that would
dramatically change the course of European history. This superb short introduction
to Martin Luther, written by a leading authority on Luther and the Reformation,
presents this pivotal figure as historians now see him. Instead of singling him out
as a modern hero, historian Scott Hendrix emphasizes the context in which Luther
worked, the colleagues who supported him, and the opponents who adamantly
opposed his agenda for change. The author explains the religious reformation and
Luther's importance without ignoring the political and cultural forces, like princely
power and Islam, which led the reformation down paths Luther could neither
foresee nor influence. The book pays tribute to Luther's genius but also recognizes
the self-righteous attitude that alienated contemporaries. The author offers a
unique explanation for that attitude and for Luther's anti-Jewish writings, which are
especially hard to comprehend after the Holocaust.

Priests de la Resistance!

For William Butler Yeats, Dante Alighieri was "the chief imagination of
Christendom." For T. S. Eliot, he was of supreme importance, both as poet and
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philosopher. Coleridge championed his introduction to an English readership.
Tennyson based his poem "Ulysses" on lines from the Inferno. Byron chastised an
"Ungrateful Florence" for exiling Dante. The Divine Comedy resonates across five
hundred years of our literary canon. In Dante in Love, A. N. Wilson presents a
glittering study of an artist and his world, arguing that without an understanding of
medieval Florence, it is impossible to grasp the meaning of Dante's great poem. He
explains how the Italian states were at that time locked into violent feuds, mirrored
in the ferocious competition between the Holy Roman Empire and the Papacy. He
shows how Dante's preoccupations with classical mythology, numerology, and the
great Christian philosophers inform every line of the Comedy. Dante in Love also
explores the enigma of the man who never wrote about the mother of his children,
yet immortalized the mysterious Beatrice whom he barely knew. With a
biographer's eye for detail and a novelist's comprehension of the creative process,
A. N. Wilson paints a masterful portrait of Dante Alighieri and unlocks one of the
seminal works of literature for a new generation of readers.

Paths to Genocide

Martin Luther was the subject of a religious controversy that never really came to
an end. The Reformation was a controversy about him.
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The Nazi Menace

Paths to Genocide examines the development of antisemitism from the beginnings
of Christianity, through the Middle Ages, Reformation, Enlightenment and
nineteenth century liberalism, nationalism and racism to the Holocaust. Focusing
on major periods, places and problems in the history of European civilization, the
book highlights historical contexts as it shows how religion, science, and
socioeconomic forces all played a role in the evolution of antisemitism to its
genocidal climax.

Martin Luther, Hitler's Spiritual Ancestor

The heartbreaking story of the love affair between Boris Pasternak, the author of
Doctor Zhivago, and Olga Ivinskaya—the true tragedy behind the timeless classic
When Stalin came into power in 1924, the Communist government began
persecuting dissident writers. Though Stalin spared the life of Boris
Pasternak—whose novel-in-progress, Doctor Zhivago, was suspected of being anti-
Soviet—he persecuted Boris’s mistress, typist, and literary muse, Olga Ivinskaya.
Boris’s affair with Olga devastated the straitlaced Pasternaks, and they were keen
to disavow Olga’s role in Boris’s writing process. Twice Olga was sentenced to work
in Siberian labor camps, where she was interrogated about the book Boris was
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writing, but she refused to betray the man she loved. When Olga was released
from the gulags, she assumed that Boris would leave his wife for her but, trapped
by his family’s expectations and his own weak will, he never did. Drawing on
previously neglected family sources and original interviews, Anna Pasternak
explores this hidden act of moral compromise by her great-uncle, and restores to
history the passionate affair that inspired and animated Doctor Zhivago.
Devastated that Olga suffered on his behalf and frustrated that he could not match
her loyalty to him, Boris instead channeled his thwarted passion for Olga into the
love story in Doctor Zhivago. Filled with the rich detail of Boris’s secret life, Lara
unearths a moving love story of courage, loyalty, suffering, drama, and loss, and
casts a new light on the legacy of Doctor Zhivago.

Chief Engineer

"A welcome tribute to the persistence, precision and humanity of Washington
Roebling and a love-song for the mighty New York bridge he built." -The Wall Street
Journal Chief Engineer is the first full biography of a crucial figure in the American
story-Washington Roebling, builder of the Brooklyn Bridge. One of America's most
iconic and recognizable structures, the Brooklyn Bridge is as much a part of New
York as the Statue of Liberty or the Empire State Building. Yet its distinguished
builder is too often forgotten-and his life is of interest far beyond his chosen field. It
is the story of immigrants, the frontier, the Civil War, the making of the modern
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world, and a man whose long life modeled courage in the face of extraordinary
adversity. Chief Engineer is enriched by Roebling's own eloquent voice, unveiled in
his recently discovered memoir, previously thought lost to history. The memoir
reveals that his father John-a renowned engineer who made his life in America
after humble beginnings in Germany-was a tyrannical presence in Roebling's life. It
also documents Roebling's time as a young man in the Union Army, when he built
bridges that carried soldiers across rivers and saw action in pivotal battles from
Antietam to Gettysburg. Safely returned, he married the remarkable Emily Warren
Roebling, who would play a crucial role in the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge,
Roebling's grandest achievement-but by no means the only one. Elegantly written
with a compelling narrative sweep, Chief Engineer introduces Washington Roebling
and his era to a new generation of readers.

Reformation Divided

"As panoramic as it is learned, this is ancient history for our globalized world." Tom
Holland, author of Dynasty and Rubicon Twenty-five-hundred years ago,
civilizations around the world entered a revolutionary new era that overturned old
order and laid the foundation for our world today. In the face of massive social
changes across three continents, radical new forms of government emerged;
mighty wars were fought over trade, religion, and ideology; and new faiths were
ruthlessly employed to unify vast empires. The histories of Rome and China,
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Greece and India-the stories of Constantine and Confucius, Qin Shi Huangdi and
Hannibal-are here revealed to be interconnected incidents in the midst of a greater
drama. In Ancient Worlds, historian Michael Scott presents a gripping narrative of
this unique age in human civilization, showing how diverse societies responded to
similar pressures and how they influenced one another: through conquest and
conversion, through trade in people, goods, and ideas. An ambitious reinvention of
our grandest histories, Ancient Worlds reveals new truths about our common
human heritage. "A bold and imaginative page-turner that challenges ideas about
the world of antiquity." Peter Frankopan, author of The Silk Roads

Dante in Love

The Reformation of Suffering

Barry Jones? Dictionary of World Biography weaves historical facts with perspective
on the subjects and the influence they had on theirs and on modern times. Gain a
unique insight into the life and times of important identities, cultural icons and
controversial characters.

1517
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Whoever said that Christians had to be meek and mild hadn’t met Father Kir –
parish priest and French resistance hero, immortalised by the Kir Royale. And they
probably weren’t thinking of Archbishop Damaskinos who, when threatened with
the firing squad by the Nazis, replied, ‘Please respect our traditions – in Greece we
hang our Archbishops.’ Wherever fascism has taken root, it has met with
resistance. From taking a bullet for a frightened schoolgirl in Alabama to riding on
the bonnet of a tank during the liberation of France, each of the hard-drinking,
chain-smoking clerics featured in Priests de la Résistance were willing to give their
lives for a world they believed in – even as their superiors beckoned them to
safety. In this spellbinding new collection, the Reverend Fergus Butler-Gallie,
bestselling author of A Field Guide to the English Clergy, presents fifteen men and
women who dared to stand up to fascism, proving that some hearts will never be
conquered.

Martin Luther and His Legacy: A Perspective on 500 Years of
Reformation

The story of Catholicism in Britain from the Reformation to the present day, from a
master of popular history – 'A first-class storyteller' The Times Throughout the
three hundred years that followed the Act of Supremacy – which, by making Henry
VIII head of the Church, confirmed in law the breach with Rome – English Catholics
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were prosecuted, persecuted and penalised for the public expression of their faith.
Even after the passing of the emancipation acts Catholics were still the victims of
institutionalised discrimination. The first book to tell the story of the Catholics in
Britain in a single volume, The Catholics includes much previously unpublished
information. It focuses on the lives, and sometimes deaths, of individual Catholics –
martyrs and apostates, priests and laymen, converts and recusants. It tells the
story of the men and women who faced the dangers and difficulties of being what
their enemies still call ‘Papists’. It describes the laws which circumscribed their
lives, the political tensions which influenced their position within an essentially
Anglican nation and the changes in dogma and liturgy by which Rome increasingly
alienated their Protestant neighbours – and sometime even tested the loyalty of
faithful Catholics. The survival of Catholicism in Britain is the triumph of more than
simple faith. It is the victory of moral and spiritual unbending certainty. Catholicism
survives because it does not compromise. It is a characteristic that excites
admiration in even a hardened atheist.

The Alteration

Protestant reformers sought to effect a radical change in the way their
contemporaries understood and coped with the suffering of body and soul that
were so prominent in the early modern period. This book examines the genesis of
Protestant doctrines of suffering among the leading reformers and then traces the
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transmission of these doctrines from the reformers to the common clergy. It also
examines the reception of these ideas by lay people.

Hanging Man

At last, this is an accurate explanation of how Christendom suffered "shipwreck" in
the Protestant Reformation. Traces the titanic conflict blow-by-blow from pre-
Luther, through "The Flood," "The English Accident," and Calvin, showing the
spiritual, military, political and financial struggles which had ended in a divided
Europe by 1648. No educated person can ignore this book!

The Extra Mile

For centuries following the spread of Islam, the Middle East was far ahead of
Europe. Yet, the modern economy was born in Europe. Why was it not born in the
Middle East? In this book Jared Rubin examines the role that Islam played in this
reversal of fortunes. It argues that the religion itself is not to blame; the
importance of religious legitimacy in Middle Eastern politics was the primary
culprit. Muslim religious authorities were given an important seat at the political
bargaining table, which they used to block important advancements such as the
printing press and lending at interest. In Europe, however, the Church played a
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weaker role in legitimizing rule, especially where Protestantism spread (indeed, the
Reformation was successful due to the spread of printing, which was blocked in the
Middle East). It was precisely in those Protestant nations, especially England and
the Dutch Republic, where the modern economy was born.

Angels

"How did our democracy go wrong? This extraordinary document . . . is
Applebaum's answer." —Timothy Snyder, author of On Tyranny A Pulitzer
Prize–winning historian explains, with electrifying clarity, why elites in democracies
around the world are turning toward nationalism and authoritarianism. From the
United States and Britain to continental Europe and beyond, liberal democracy is
under siege, while authoritarianism is on the rise. In Twilight of Democracy, Anne
Applebaum, an award-winning historian of Soviet atrocities who was one of the first
American journalists to raise an alarm about antidemocratic trends in the West,
explains the lure of nationalism and autocracy. In this captivating essay, she
contends that political systems with radically simple beliefs are inherently
appealing, especially when they benefit the loyal to the exclusion of everyone else.
Despotic leaders do not rule alone; they rely on political allies, bureaucrats, and
media figures to pave their way and support their rule. The authoritarian and
nationalist parties that have arisen within modern democracies offer new paths to
wealth or power for their adherents. Applebaum describes many of the new
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advocates of illiberalism in countries around the world, showing how they use
conspiracy theory, political polarization, social media, and even nostalgia to
change their societies. Elegantly written and urgently argued, Twilight of
Democracy is a brilliant dissection of a world-shaking shift and a stirring glimpse of
the road back to democratic values.

Rulers, Religion, and Riches

Martin Luther's posting of the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg on 31 October 1517 is one of the most famous events of Western
history. It inaugurated the Protestant Reformation, and has for centuries been a
powerful and enduring symbol of religious freedom of conscience, and of righteous
protest against the abuse of power. But did it actually really happen? In this
engagingly-written, wide-ranging and insightful work of cultural history, leading
Reformation historian Peter Marshall reviews the available evidence, and concludes
that, very probably, it did not. The theses-posting is a myth. And yet, Marshall
argues, this fact makes the incident all the more historically significant. In tracing
how - and why - a 'non-event' ended up becoming a defining episode of the
modern historical imagination. Marshall compellingly explores the multiple ways in
which the figure of Martin Luther, and the nature of the Reformation itself, have
been remembered and used for their own purposes by subsequent generations of
Protestants and others - in Germany, Britain, the United States and elsewhere. As
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people in Europe, and across the world, prepare to remember, and celebrate, the
500th anniversary of Luther's posting of the theses, this book offers a timely
contribution and corrective. The intention is not to 'debunk', or to belittle Luther's
achievement, but rather to invite renewed reflection on how the past speaks to the
present - and on how, all too often, the present creates the past in its own image
and likeness.

Martin Luther

'A compelling biography of one of the greatest men of the modern age. Stanford is
particularly brilliant on the tensions inside Luther's private and spiritual life. This is
a very fine book, written with a flourish.' Melvyn Bragg The 31st of October 2017
marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther pinning his 95 'Theses' - or reform
proposals - to the door of his local university church in Wittenberg. Most scholars
now agree that the details of this eye-catching gesture are more legend than
hammer and nails, but what is certainly true is that on this day (probably in a letter
to his local Archbishop in Mainz), the Augustinian Friar and theologian issued an
outspokenly blunt challenge to his own Catholic Church to reform itself from within
- especially over the sale of 'indulgences' - which ultimately precipitated a huge
religious and political upheaval right across Europe and divided mainstream
Christianity ever after. A new, popular biography from journalist Peter Stanford,
looking at Martin Luther from within his Catholic context, examining his actual aims
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for Catholicism as well as his enduring legacy - and where he might fit within the
church today. 'Peter Stanford makes the life of Luther into a thrilling narrative, told
from a modern Catholic perspective' Antonia Fraser

In The Shadow Of The Sword

On the 500th anniversary of Luther’s theses, a landmark history of the
revolutionary faith that shaped the modern world. "Ryrie writes that his aim 'is to
persuade you that we cannot understand the modern age without understanding
the dynamic history of Protestant Christianity.' To which I reply: Mission
accomplished." –Jon Meacham, author of American Lion and Thomas Jefferson Five
hundred years ago a stubborn German monk challenged the Pope with a radical
vision of what Christianity could be. The revolution he set in motion toppled
governments, upended social norms and transformed millions of people's
understanding of their relationship with God. In this dazzling history, Alec Ryrie
makes the case that we owe many of the rights and freedoms we have cause to
take for granted--from free speech to limited government--to our Protestant roots.
Fired up by their faith, Protestants have embarked on courageous journeys into the
unknown like many rebels and refugees who made their way to our shores.
Protestants created America and defined its special brand of entrepreneurial
diligence. Some turned to their bibles to justify bold acts of political opposition,
others to spurn orthodoxies and insight on their God-given rights. Above all
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Protestants have fought for their beliefs, establishing a tradition of principled
opposition and civil disobedience that is as alive today as it was 500 years ago. In
this engrossing and magisterial work, Alec Ryrie makes the case that whether or
not you are yourself a Protestant, you live in a world shaped by Protestants.

King Sigismund of Poland and Martin Luther

2,000 years of history in one riveting afternoon A country both admired and feared,
Germany has been the epicenter of world events time and again: the Reformation,
both World Wars, the fall of the Berlin Wall. It did not emerge as a modern nation
until 1871—yet today, Germany is the world’s fourth-largest economy and a
standard-bearer of liberal democracy. “There’s no point studying the past unless it
sheds some light on the present,” writes James Hawes in this brilliantly concise
history that has already captivated hundreds of thousands of readers. “It is time,
now more than ever, for us all to understand the real history of Germany.”

Lara

"[] 53. They are enemies of Christ and of the pope, who bid the Word of God be
altogether silent in some Churches, in order that pardons may be preached in
others. 54. Injury is done the Word of God when, in the same sermon, an equal or a
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longer time is spent on pardons than on this Word. 55. It must be the intention of
the pope that if pardons, which are a very small thing, are celebrated with one bell,
with single processions and ceremonies, then the Gospel, which is the very
greatest thing, should be preached with a hundred bells, a hundred processions, a
hundred ceremonies. 56. The "treasures of the Church," out of which the pope
grants indulgences, are not sufficiently named or known among the people of
Christ. 57. That they are not temporal treasures is certainly evident, for many of
the vendors do not pour out such treasures so easily, but only gather them. 58. Nor
are they the merits of Christ and the Saints, for even without the pope, these
always work grace for the inner man, and the cross, death, and hell for the
outward man. 59. St. Lawrence said that the treasures of the Church were the
Church's poor, but he spoke according to the usage of the word in his own time.[]".

Indulgences: Luther, Catholicism, and the Imputation of Merit

Published to mark the 500th anniversary of the events of 1517, Reformation
Divided explores the impact in England of the cataclysmic transformations of
European Christianity in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The religious
revolution initiated by Martin Luther is usually referred to as 'The Reformation', a
tendentious description implying that the shattering of the medieval religious
foundations of Europe was a single process, in which a defective form of
Christianity was replaced by one that was unequivocally benign, 'the midwife of
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the modern world'. The book challenges these assumptions by tracing the ways in
which the project of reforming Christendom from within, initiated by Christian
'humanists' like Erasmus and Thomas More, broke apart into conflicting and often
murderous energies and ideologies, dividing not only Catholic from Protestant, but
creating deep internal rifts within all the churches which emerged from Europe's
religious conflicts. The book is in three parts: In 'Thomas More and Heresy', Duffy
examines how and why England's greatest humanist apparently abandoned the
tolerant humanism of his youthful masterpiece Utopia, and became the bitterest
opponent of the early Protestant movement. 'Counter-Reformation England'
explores the ways in which post-Reformation English Catholics accommodated
themselves to a complex new identity as persecuted religious dissidents within
their own country, but in a European context, active participants in the global
renewal of the Catholic Church. The book's final section 'The Godly and the
Conversion of England' considers the ideals and difficulties of radical reformers
attempting to transform the conventional Protestantism of post-Reformation
England into something more ardent and committed. In addressing these subjects,
Duffy shines new light on the fratricidal ideological conflicts which lasted for more
than a century, and whose legacy continues to shape the modern world.

Martin Luther

On All Hallow's Eve in 1517, a young monk named Martin Luther posted a
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document he hoped would spark an academic debate, but that instead ignited a
conflagration that would forever destroy the world he knew. Five hundred years
after Luther's Ninety-five Theses appeared, Eric Metaxas paints a startling portrait
of the wild figure whose adamantine faith cracked the edifice of Western
Christendom and dragged medieval Europe into the future. Luther's monumental
faith and courage gave birth to the ideals of liberty, equality, and individualism
that today lie at the heart of western life.

The Abandonment of the West

Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses forever changed the world. This is one of
Christianity's most important documents. It was not, as most people assume,
Luther's explanation as to why he was separating from the Catholic Church, but it
was a shot across the bow of a corrupt system that eventually lead to the
Reformation. Also included in this edition are seven of Luther's most important
sermons including Christ's Holy Sufferings, Enemies of the Cross of Christ & the
Christian's Citizenship in Heaven, Christ Our Great High Priest, On Faith & Coming
to Christ, Of The Office of Preaching, The Twofold Use of the Law & Gospel: "Letter"
& "Spirit," and The Parable of the Sower.

Twilight of Democracy
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Luther provides a clear exposition of the state of German politics on the eve of the
Reformation. Dr Mullett concentrates particularly on the evolution of Luther's
thought and its central preoccupation with re-aligning the church's theology with
that of the New Testament.

Of Good Comfort

Luther as Heretic

The publication of Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses in 1517 immediately elicited
responses from dozens of Roman Catholics in Germany and beyond. While Luther's
works and those of his leading supporters have been available in English
translation for many years, those of most of his Catholic opponents have not. In
order to address this imbalance, win a fairer hearing for the Catholic opposition,
and make it possible for students to understand both sides of the sixteenth-century
religious debates, translators have drawn on the rich resources of the Kessler
Reformation Collection at the Pitts Theology Library to present here introductions
to and translations of ten Catholic pamphlets. Luther as Heretic begins with an
essay sketching the larger background for these publications. The editors' goal is
that this book will prove useful for teaching and research and will foster a deeper
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understanding of the sixteenth-century theological discussions by allowing today's
readers to hear voices that have been mostly silent in the English-speaking world
for centuries.

Why I Am Still a Catholic

A panoramic narrative of the years leading up to the Second World War—a tale of
democratic crisis, racial conflict, and a belated recognition of evil, with profound
resonance for our own time. Berlin, November 1937. Adolf Hitler meets with his
military commanders to impress upon them the urgent necessity for a war of
aggression in eastern Europe. Some generals are unnerved by the Führer’s
grandiose plan, but these dissenters are silenced one by one, setting in motion
events that will culminate in the most calamitous war in history. Benjamin Carter
Hett takes us behind the scenes in Berlin, London, Moscow, and Washington,
revealing the unsettled politics within each country in the wake of the German
dictator’s growing provocations. He reveals the fitful path by which anti-Nazi forces
inside and outside Germany came to understand Hitler’s true menace to European
civilization and learned to oppose him, painting a sweeping portrait of
governments under siege, as larger-than-life figures struggled to turn events to
their advantage. As in The Death of Democracy, his acclaimed history of the fall of
the Weimar Republic, Hett draws on original sources and newly released
documents to show how these long-ago conflicts have unexpected resonances in
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our own time. To read The Nazi Menace is to see past and present in a new and
unnerving light.

Martin Luther's Ninety-Five Theses and Selected Sermons

As an authority on the religion of medieval and early modern England, Eamon
Duffy is preeminent. In his revisionist masterpiece The Stripping of the Altars,
Duffy opened up new areas of research and entirely fresh perspectives on the
origin and progress of the English Reformation. Duffy's focus has always been on
the practices and institutions through which ordinary people lived and experienced
their religion, but which the Protestant reformers abolished as idolatry and
superstition. The first part of A People's Tragedy examines the two most important
of these institutions: the rise and fall of pilgrimage to the cathedral shrines of
England, and the destruction of the monasteries under Henry VIII, as exemplified
by the dissolution of the ancient Anglo-Saxon monastery of Ely. In the title essay of
the volume, Duffy tells the harrowing story of the Elizabethan regime's savage
suppression of the last Catholic rebellion against the Reformation, the Rising of the
Northern Earls in 1569. In the second half of the book Duffy considers the changing
ways in which the Reformation has been thought and written about: the evolution
of Catholic portrayals of Martin Luther, from hostile caricature to partial approval;
the role of historians of the Reformation in the emergence of English national
identity; and the improbable story of the twentieth century revival of Anglican and
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Catholic pilgrimage to the medieval Marian shrine of Walsingham. Finally, he
considers the changing ways in which attitudes to the Reformation have been
reflected in fiction, culminating with Hilary Mantel's gripping trilogy on the rise and
fall of Henry VIII's political and religious fixer, Thomas Cromwell, and her
controversial portrayal of Cromwell's Catholic opponent and victim, Sir Thomas
More.

Martin Luther: A Very Short Introduction

In this 'thrilling. . .profoundly important book' (Christopher Hart, Sunday Times)
and Sunday Times Top Ten Bestseller, the acclaimed author of Rubicon gives a
panoramic-and timely-account of the rise of Islam In the 6th century AD, the Near
East was divided between two great empires: the Persian and the Roman. A
hundred years on, and one had vanished for ever, while the other was a
dismembered, bleeding trunk. In their place, a new superpower had arisen: the
empire of the Arabs. So profound was this upheaval that it spelled, in effect, the
end of the ancient world. But the changes that marked the period were more than
merely political or even cultural: there was also a transformation of human society
with incalculable consequences for the future. Today, over half the world's
population subscribes to one of the various religions that took on something like
their final form during the last centuries of antiquity. Wherever men or women are
inspired by belief in a single god to think or behave in a certain way, they bear
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witness to the abiding impact of this extraordinary, convulsive age - though as Tom
Holland demonstrates, much of what Jews, Christians and Muslims believe about
the origins of their religion is open to debate. In the Shadow of the Sword explores
how a succession of great empires came to identify themselves with a new and
revolutionary understanding of the divine. It is a story vivid with drama, horror and
startling achievement, and stars many of the most remarkable rulers ever seen. 'A
compelling detective story of the highest order, In the Shadow of the Sword is also
a dazzlingly colourful journey into the world of late antiquity. Every bit as thrilling a
narrative history as Holland's previous works, In the Shadow of the Sword is also a
profoundly important book. It makes public and popular what scholarship has been
discovering for several decades now; and those discoveries suggest a wholesale
revision of where Islam came from and what it is' (Christopher Hart, Sunday Times)

The Shortest History of Germany

What does it mean to be a Catholic in today's world? What distinguishes the
modern Catholic from anyone else? At a time when the Vatican provokes hostility
by its opposition to contraception, abortion and the use of condoms in fighting
AIDS, how many Catholics share its views? And if they don't, how can they in good
conscience stay in the Church? These are among the many questions that writer
and broadcaster Peter Stanford is addressing here. There is a whole spectrum of
response in this entertaining and enlightening collection. 'Fascinating a surprisingly
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uplifting book.' Sunday Telegraph 'A hard-hitting book which criticizes as much as
it praises it should be read by anyone interested in the phenomenon of organized
religion.' Spectator

How the Reformation Happened

In Catholic Matters, Father Neuhaus addresses the many controversies that have
marked recent decades of American Catholicism. Looking beyond these troubles to
?the splendor of truth” that constitutes the Church, he proposes a forward-thinking
way of being Catholic in America. Drawing on his personal encounters with the late
John Paul II and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, Neuhaus
describes their hope for a springtime of world evangelization, Christian unity, and
Catholic renewal. Catholic Matters reveals a vibrant Church, strengthened and
unified by hardship and on the cusp of a great revival in spiritual vitality and an
even greater contribution to our common life.

Luther

'This is a feast for theologians, historians and Christian counselors. Pietsch
examines 21 of Luther's "letters of comfort" to explore Luther's pastoral care for
souls suffering with depression. Pietsch uses interdisciplinary tools of inquiry
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artfully to examine the letters, Luther's pastoral care approaches and the history of
the "melancholy tradition". The practice of seelsorge emerges as an amalgam of
art, spiritual gift, and understanding of affliction, all resting comfortably within the
authority of scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. Pietsch's volume is a
significant contribution to spiritual care literature, underscoring the conviction of
the early church that individual soul care is an essential response to serve those
who despair. Offering pivotal pastoral care insights that are often lost, discredited
or entirely absent in the work of caring for those who suffer with depression,
Pietsch concludes that Luther has given us excellent tools to examine, learn and to
teach as we assist souls to find hope, strength and healing in the gospel of Jesus
Christ.' Professor Beverly Yahnke Concordia University Wisconsin Executive
Director of Christian Counsel, Doxology Lutheran Centre for Spiritual Care and
Counsel
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