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Full of Life
I had a lot of jobs in Los Angeles Harbor because our
family was poor and my father was dead. My first job
was ditchdigging a short time after I graduated from
high school. Every night I couldn’t sleep from the pain
in my back. We were digging an excavation in an
empty lot, there wasn’t any shade, the sun came
straight from a cloudless sky, and I was down in that
hole digging with two huskies who dug with a love for
it, always laughing and telling jokes, laughing and
smoking bitter tobacco.
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John Fante's Ask the Dust
Carrie Stuart Parks utilizes her own background as a
celebrated, FBI-trained forensic artist to blend fact
and fiction into a stunning mystery. A 19th-century
conspiracy is about to be shattered by a 21st-century
forensic artist. In 1857, a wagon train in Utah was
assaulted by a group of militant Mormons calling
themselves the Avenging Angels. One hundred and
forty people were murdered, including unarmed men,
women, and children. The Mountain Meadows
Massacre remains controversial to this day—but the
truth may be written on the skulls of the victims.
When renowned forensic artist Gwen Marcey is
recruited to reconstruct the faces of recently
unearthed victims at Mountain Meadows, she isn’t
expecting more than an interesting gig . . . and a
break from her own hectic life. But when Gwen
stumbles on the ritualized murder of a young college
student, her work on the massacre takes on a
terrifying new aspect, and research quickly becomes
a race against modern-day fundamentalist terror. As
evidence of a cover-up mounts—a cover-up spanning
the entire history of the Mormon church—Gwen finds
herself in the crosshairs of a secret society bent on
fulfilling prophecy and revenging old wrongs. Can a
forensic artist reconstruct two centuries of suppressed
history . . . before it repeats itself? “Parks’s real-life
career as a forensic artist lends remarkable
authenticity to her enthralling novel, A Cry from the
Dust. Her work is a fresh new voice in suspense, and I
became an instant fan. Highly recommended!”
—Colleen Coble, USA TODAY bestselling author “A
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unique novel on forensics and fanaticism. A good
story on timely subjects well told. For me, these are
the ingredients of a successful novel today and Carrie
Stuart Parks has done just that.” —Carter Cornick, FBI
Counterterrorism and Forensic Science Research
(Ret.)

Wait Until Spring, Bandini
Arturo Bandini is a twenty-year-old burgeoning writer,
spending his days hungry for success, life and food in
a dingy hotel in Los Angeles. Full of the enthusiasm of
youth, and the thrill of having one short story
published, the reality of poverty and prejudice has hit
him hard. He meets a local waitress, Camilla Lopez,
and embarks on a strange and strained love-hate
relationship. Slowly, but inexorably, it descends into
the realms of madness. Fante depicts the highs and
lows of the emotional state of Bandini with conviction,
but without easy sentiment. In 'Ask the Dust', Fante is
truly 'telling it like it is' as a poverty-stricken son of an
immigrant in 'perfect' California.

Out of the Dust
Ham On Rye
In this milestone work, leading social critic Os
Guinness provides a wide-ranging analysis of one of
the most pivotal decades in Western history, the
1960s. Examining secular humanism, the
technological society, and the counterculture,
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Guinness argues that Westerners need a Third Way
found only in the rediscovery and revival of the
historic Christian faith.

The Barbarian Nurseries
This volume assembles for the first time a staggering
multiplicity of reflections and readings of John Fante’s
1939 classic, Ask the Dust, a true testament to the
work’s present and future impact. The contributors to
this work—writers, critics, fans, scholars,
screenwriters, directors, and others—analyze the
provocative set of diaspora tensions informing Fante’s
masterpiece that distinguish it from those accounts of
earlier East Coast migrations and minglings. A mustread for aficionados of L.A. fiction and new migration
literature, John Fante’s “Ask the Dust”: A Joining of
Voices and Views is destined for landmark status as
the first volume of Fante studies to reveal the novel’s
evolving intertextualities and intersectionalities.
Contributors: Miriam Amico, Charles Bukowski,
Stephen Cooper, Giovanna DiLello, John Fante, Valerio
Ferme, Teresa Fiore, Daniel Gardner, Philippe Garnier,
Robert Guffey, Ryan Holiday, Jan Louter, Chiara
Mazzucchelli, Meagan Meylor, J’aime Morrison, Nathan
Rabin, Alan Rifkin, Suzanne Manizza Roszak, Danny
Shain, Robert Towne, Joel Williams

The Lost Art of Reading
Ask the Dust is a virtuoso performance by an
influential master of the twentieth-century American
novel. It is the story of Arturo Bandini, a young writer
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in 1930s Los Angeles who falls hard for the elusive,
mocking, unstable Camilla Lopez, a Mexican waitress.
Struggling to survive, he perseveres until, at last, his
first novel is published. But the bright light of success
is extinguished when Camilla has a nervous
breakdown and disappears . . . and Bandini forever
rejects the writer's life he fought so hard to attain.

John Fante's Ask the Dust
To find more information about Rowman and
Littlefield titles, please visit
www.rowmanlittlefield.com.

The Brotherhood of the Grape
This new edition of the legendary Dago Red, first
published in 1940, contains seven new stories,
including "A Nun No More" and "My Father’s God."

The Dust of Death
This volume assembles for the first time a staggering
multiplicity of reflections and readings of John Fante's
1939 classic, Ask the Dust, a true testament to the
work's present and future impact. The contributors to
this work--writers, critics, fans, scholars,
screenwriters, directors, and others--analyze the
provocative set of diaspora tensions informing Fante's
masterpiece that distinguish it from those accounts of
earlier, East Coast migrations and minglings. A mustread for aficionados of L.A. fiction and new migration
literature, John Fante's 'Ask the Dust': A Joining of
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Voices and Views, is destined for landmark status as
the first volume of Fante studies to reveal the novel's
evolving intertextualities and intersectionalities.
Contributors: Miriam Amico, Charles Bukowski,
Stephen Cooper, Giovanna DiLello, John Fante, Valerio
Ferme, Teresa Fiore, Daniel Gardner, Philippe Garnier,
Robert Guffey, Ryan Holiday, Jan Louter, Chiara
Mazzucchelli, Meagan Meylor, J'aime Morrison, Nathan
Rabin, Alan Rifkin, Suzanne Manizza Roszak, Danny
Shain, Robert Towne, Joel Williams

1933 Was A Bad Year
Zulaikha hopes. She hopes for peace, now that the
Taliban have been driven from Afghanistan; a good
relationship with her hard stepmother; and one day
even to go to school, or to have her cleft palate fixed.
Zulaikha knows all will be provided for
her--"Inshallah," God willing. Then she meets Meena,
who offers to teach her the Afghan poetry she taught
her late mother. And the Americans come to her
village, promising not just new opportunities and
dangers, but surgery to fix her face. These changes
could mean a whole new life for Zulaikha--but can she
dare to hope they'll come true?

The Road to Los Angeles
Acclaimed author Karen Hesse's Newbery Medalwinning novel-in-verse explores the life of fourteenyear-old Billie Jo growing up in the dust bowls of
Oklahoma.
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Blood in the Dust
Out of the Dust
Possessing a style of deceptive simplicity, emotional
immediacy and tremendous psychological point,
among the novels, short stories and screenplays that
complete his career, Fante's crowning
accomplishment is the Arturo Bandini tetralogy. This
quartet of novels tell of Fante's fictional alter-ego
Bandini, an impoverished young Italian-American
escaping his suffocating home in Colorado for
Depression-era Los Angeles. In the beginning, it is the
triple weights of poverty, father and Church that
Bandini struggles under but though the physical
escape is complete, the psychological imprint
continues as he comes to terms with love, desire and
the knowledge his talent may not be recognised.

Dreams from Bunker Hill
In what is widely hailed as the best of his many
novels, Charles Bukowski details the long, lonely
years of his own hardscrabble youth in the raw voice
of alter ego Henry Chinaski. From a harrowingly
cheerless childhood in Germany through acne-riddled
high school years and his adolescent discoveries of
alcohol, women, and the Los Angeles Public Library's
collection of D. H. Lawrence, Ham on Rye offers a
crude, brutal, and savagely funny portrait of an
outcast's coming-of-age during the desperate days of
the Great Depression.
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Pain Killers
Arturo Bandini arrives in Los Angeles with big dreams.
But the reality he finds is a city gripped by poverty.
When he makes a small fortune from the publication
of a short story, he reinvents himself, indulging in
expensive clothes, fine food and downtown strip
clubs. But Bandini's delusions take a worrying turn
when he is drawn into a relationship with Camilla
Lopez, a beautiful but troubled young woman who will
be responsible for his greatest downfall. Ask the Dust
is an unforgettable novel about outsiders looking in
on a town built on celluloid dreams.

The Dust Will Answer
Fairy Haven's newest arrival, Prilla, along with Rani
and Vidia, embarks on a journey filled with danger,
sacrifice, and adventure. The fate of Never Land rests
on their shoulders.

Drawing in the Dust
In this biography of John Fante, one of the great lost
souls of 20th-century literature, Stephen Cooper
untangles the enigma of an authentic American
original. By turns savage and poetic, violent and full
of love, such novels as 'Ask the Dust' reveal and
disguise the author.

Left in the Dust
A classic Faulkner novel which explores the lives of a
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family of characters in the South. An aging black who
has long refused to adopt the black's traditionally
servile attitude is wrongfully accused of murdering a
white man.

Words In The Dust
It's not every day that a writer, almost unheard of in
his lifetime, emerges twenty years after his death as
a voice of his generation. But then again, there aren't
many writers with such irrepressible genius as John
Fante. The John Fante Reader is the important next
step in the reintroduction of this influential author to
modern audiences. Combining excerpts from his
novels and stories, as well as his never-beforepublished letters, this collection is the perfect primer
on the work of a writer -- underappreciated in his time
-- who is finally taking his place in the pantheon of
twentieth-century American writers.

West of Rome
1978: The wave of gentrification has yet to break over
downtown Los Angeles, and vast swathes of the
warehouse district lie nearly abandoned next to the
city's concrete-clad river. Lenny Strasser, a straightarrow with a taste for shady places, plunges into that
world to discover that sometimes the only distance
between two points is a very crooked line. When his
friend Dave Larrabee nags him into tracking down a
missing girlfriend, Lenny suspects that the girl doesn't
want to be found. She had beens his before she was
Dave's, and she'd gone gleefully missing from his life
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one time too many. But this time, she may have
fallen, again, into the hands of the charismatic
Nighthawk, who could lead her into territories where
the danger is real, and Kate's penchant for roleplaying no protection from harm. The quest takes
them into hobo jungles and punk squats by the LA
River--and into an after-midnight darkness of moral
ambiguity that changes Lenny's life in ways he'd
never dreamed of.

The John Fante Reader
Trapped in a small, poverty-ridden town in 1933,
under pressure from his father to go into the family
business, seventeen-year-old Dominic Molise yearns
to fulfill his own dreams.

Fairy Dust and the Quest for the Egg
My first collision with fame was hardly memorable. I
was a busboy at Marx's Deli. The year was 1934. The
place was Third and Hill, Los Angeles. I was twentyone years old, living in a world bounded on the west
by Bunker Hill, on the east by Los Angeles Street, on
the south by Pershing Square, and on the north by
Civic Center. I was a busboy nonpareil, with great
verve and style for the profession, and though I was
dreadfully underpaid (one dollar a day plus meals) I
attracted considerable attention as I whirled from
table to table, balancing a tray on one hand, and
eliciting smiles from my customers. I had something
else beside a waiter's skill to offer my patrons, for I
was also a writer.
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A Cry from the Dust
He came along, kicking the snow. Here was a
disgusted man. His name was Svevo Bandini, and he
lived three blocks down that street. He was cold and
there were holes in his shoes. That morning he had
patched the holes on the inside with pieces of
cardboard from a macaroni box. The macaroni in that
box was not paid for. He had thought of that as he
placed the cardboard inside his shoes.

Prologue to Ask the Dust
A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Boston
Globe Best Fiction Book of 2011 The great panoramic
social novel that Los Angeles deserves—a twenty-first
century, West Coast Bonfire of the Vanities by the
only writer qualified to capture the city in all its glory
and complexity With The Barbarian Nurseries, Héctor
Tobar gives our most misunderstood metropolis its
great contemporary novel, taking us beyond the
glimmer of Hollywood and deeper than camera-ready
crime stories to reveal Southern California life as it
really is, across its vast, sunshiny sprawl of classes,
languages, dreams, and ambitions. Araceli is the livein maid in the Torres-Thompson household—one of
three Mexican employees in a Spanish-style house
with lovely views of the Pacific. She has been
responsible strictly for the cooking and cleaning, but
the recession has hit, and suddenly Araceli is the last
Mexican standing—unless you count Scott Torres,
though you'd never suspect he was half Mexican but
for his last name and an old family photo with central
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L.A. in the background. The financial pressure is
causing the kind of fights that even Araceli knows the
children shouldn't hear, and then one morning, after a
particularly dramatic fight, Araceli wakes to an empty
house—except for the two Torres-Thompson boys,
little aliens she's never had to interact with before.
Their parents are unreachable, and the only family
member she knows of is Señor Torres, the subject of
that old family photo. So she does the only thing she
can think of and heads to the bus stop to seek out
their grandfather. It will be an adventure, she tells the
boys. If she only knew . . . With a precise eye for the
telling detail and an unerring way with character,
soaring brilliantly and seamlessly among a panorama
of viewpoints, Tobar calls on all of his experience—as
a novelist, a father, a journalist, a son of Guatemalan
immigrants, and a native Angeleno—to deliver a novel
as broad, as essential, as alive as the city itself.

The Dust of 100 Dogs
A Hollywood screenwriter has difficulty adjusting to
his wife's first pregnancy and the changes in her
personality

What Comes with the Dust
When he finds out his father is in a coma, aspiring
writer and part-time drunk Bruno Dante, fresh from
the nuthouse, must head to Los Angeles for a fraught
family reunion in Dan Fante’s Chump Change. Now
back in print to coincide with the publication of his
new novel, 86’d, Chump Change follows Bruno
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through the tension and stress of facing his
family—and the inevitable, pain-dulling drinking that
lands him naked in a stolen car with an underage
hooker whose pimp has stolen his wallet. Chump
Change is “an honest misfit’s view of America far too
few know.” (John Fowles, author of The French
Lieutenant’s Woman).

The Big Hunger
As The Kite Runner and The Swallows of Kabuldid for
the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, this slim, profound
novel illuminates the plight of those living under the
Islamic State as well as the spirit of the Yazidi people.
Today is Nazo’s wedding. Today she will set herself on
fire. Nazo Heydo has drenched herself in kerosene
and is ready to light the match in order to avoid
marrying the Syrian elder who bought her from
Islamic State officials. Her forced marriage is just the
latest horror in a journey that began when ISIS
fighters surrounded her peaceful village, demanding
spoils and the Yazidis’ conversion to Islam. Rebuffed,
they took away her father, brothers, and the love of
her life in their pickup trucks with the other village
men. The women and children they enslaved and
separated, transporting the younger women to be
trafficked for the pleasure of their soldiers or sold for
money. Only Nazo’s wits and daring have saved her
from further abuse or death, yet each escape leads to
some new horror. Meanwhile, in a parallel narrative,
Soz, another young Yazidi, flees her family’s farm
when she sees the black-flagged pickups approach.
She manages to reach Mount Sinjar, where she joins
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the Yazidi fighters who have allied with the Kurdish
Peshmerga. Her journey will lead back to her
homeland to do battle against ISIS. What Comes with
the Dust is a powerful novel about genocide and the
will to survive as well as a testament to struggles of
the Yazidi people.

The Wine of Youth
Published here for the first time, this text presents a
collection of recently-discovered stories by John
Fante.

Ask the Dust
Reading is a revolutionary act, an act of engagement
in a culture that wants us to disengage. In The Lost
Art of Reading, David L. Ulin asks a number of timely
questions - why is literature important? What does it
offer, especially now? Blending commentary with
memoir, Ulin addresses the importance of the simple
act of reading in an increasingly digital culture.
Reading a book, flipping through hard pages, or
shuffling them on screen - it doesn't matter. The key
is the act of reading, and it's seriousness and depth.
Ulin emphasizes the importance of reflection and
pause allowed by stopping to read a book, and the
accompanying focus required to let the mind run free
in a world that is not one's own. Are we willing to risk
our collective interest in contemplation, nuanced
thinking, and empathy? Far from preaching to the
choir, The Lost Art of Reading is a call to arms, or
rather, to pages.
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Intruder in the Dust
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader sees Edmund and
Lucy, along with their priggish cousin Eustace Scrubb,
return to Narnia. Once there, they join Caspian's
voyage on the ship to find the seven lords who were
banished when Miraz took over the throne. As they
sail toward Aslan's country at the edge of the world,
they come face to face with many dangers and
wonders, including the place where dreams come
true. They discover that their quest is more than they
imagined and that the world's end is only the
beginning…

The Bandini Quartet
"Down-and-out ex-cop and not-quite-reformed addict
Manny Rupert accepts a job going undercover to find
out if an old man locked up in a California prison is
who he claims to be: the despicable - and allegedly
dead - Josef Mengele, aka the Angel of Death.W

Full of Life
Henry Molise, a 50 year old, successful writer, returns
to the family home to help with the latest drama; his
aging parents want to divorce. Henry's tyrannical,
brick laying father, Nick, though weak and alcoholic,
can still strike fear into the hearts of his sons. His
mother, though ill and devout to her Catholicism, still
has the power to comfort and confuse her children.
This is typical of Fante's novels, it's autobiographical,
and brimming with love, death, violence and religion.
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Writing with great passion Fante powerfully hits home
the damage family can wreck upon us all.

Ask the Dust
An intensely personal story crossed with a political
potboiler, Left in the Dust is a unique and passionate
account of the city of Los Angeles's creation, cover-up
and inadequate attempts to repair a major
environmental catastrophe. Owens River, which once
fed Owens Lake, was diverted away from the lake to
supply the faucets and sprinklers of Los Angeles. The
dry lakebed now contains a dust saturated with toxic
heavy metals, which are blown from the lake and
inhaled by unsuspecting citizens throughout the
Midwest, causing major health issues. Karen Piper,
one of the victims who grew up breathing that dust,
reveals the shocking truth behind this tragedy and
examines how waste and pollution are often
neglected to encourage urban growth, while poor, nonwhite, and rural areas are forgotten or sacrificed.

Ask the Dust
Huffington Post called him “a master of the
abandoned”—and for good reason. The “artivist”
known only as Seph Lawless has spent the last ten
years photo-documenting the America that was left
behind in the throes of economic instability and
overall decline—decrepit shopping malls, houses,
factories, even amusement parks. Through nearly two
hundred gorgeous and elegiac photographs,
Abandoned details Lawless’s journey into what was
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once the very heart of American entertainment: the
amusement park. Lawless visits deserted parks across
the country, capturing in stark detail their dilapidated
state, natural overgrowth, and obvious duality of sad
and playful symbolism. Previously self-published as
Bizarro, this updated edition of Lawless’s
photographic tribute to decaying American
amusement parks contains new content and a new
foreword. For the first time, the famed photojournalist
Seph Lawless makes his moving work available in a
stunning trade edition.

The San Francisco of Alfred Hitchcock's
Vertigo
The first book from LA Times Book Prize and Printz
Honor winner A.S. King--a witty, snarky tale of love
and family, revenge and reincarnation, and pirates. In
the late seventeenth century, famed teenage pirate
Emer Morrisey was on the cusp of escaping the pirate
life with her one true love and unfathomable riches
when she was slain and cursed with "the dust of one
hundred dogs," dooming her to one hundred lives as a
dog before returning to a human body-with her
memories intact. Now she's a contemporary American
teenager and all she needs to escape her no-good
family and establish a luxurious life of her own is a
shovel and a ride to Jamaica

Chump Change
West of Rome's two novellas, "My Dog Stupid" and
"The Orgy," fulfill the promise of their rousing titles.
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The latter novella opens with virtuoso description:
"His name was Frank Gagliano, and he did not believe
in God. He was that most singular and startling
craftsman of the building trade-a left-handed
bricklayer. Like my father, Frank came from Torcella
Peligna, a cliff-hugging town in the Abruzzi. Lean as a
spider, he wore a leather cap and puttees the year
around, and he was so bowlegged a dog could lope
between his knees without touching them."

The Chronicles of Narnia Vol III: The
Voyage of the Dawn Treader
Scorned for agreeing to help an Arab couple excavate
allegedly haunted grounds under their house,
archaeologist Page Brookstone finds what may be the
tomb of the prophet Jeremiah, as well as the remains
of a woman, and intriguing scrolls documenting their
relationship.

Abandoned
This collection of essays examines the relationship
that Vertigo enjoys with the histories and cultural
imaginations of California and, more specifically, the
San Francisco Bay Area. Contributors to this collection
explore the specificities of place and the role such
specificities play in our comprehensive efforts to
understand Hitchcock's most critically acclaimed film.

The Dust Bowl
For readers of Jeffrey Archer and Clive Cussler, Blood
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in the Dust is a fast-paced adventure story and the
winner of a Wilbur Smith Adventure Writing Prize.
'Essential reading for all adventure fans.' Wilbur Smith
1853, Victoria, Australia. Five bushrangers led by the
murderous outlaw Warrigal Anderson raid a small
homestead. When they ride away, nineteen-year-old
Toby O'Rourke's life is changed forever. His parents
lay dead at his feet and his brother, Patrick, is badly
wounded. But Toby O'Rourke is made of steel forged
in the hardship of colonial life. Forced into adulthood,
he and Patrick will seek to restore the family fortunes
and outwit not only the rich businessman who
conspired to rob them of their birth right, but the
vicious men who murdered their parents . . .
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