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The Latin Deli
MANY CULTURES * ONE WORLD "Boricua is what
Puerto Ricans call one another as a term of
endearment, respect, and cultural affirmation; it is a
timeless declaration that transcends gender and
color. Boricua is a powerful word that tells the origin
and history of the Puerto Rican people." --From the
Introduction From the sun-drenched beaches of a
beautiful, flamboyan-covered island to the cool, hard
pavement of the fierce South Bronx, the remarkable
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journey of the Puerto Rican people is a rich story full
of daring defiance, courageous strength, fierce
passions, and dangerous politics--and it is a story that
continues to be told today. Long ignored by Anglo
literature studies, here are more than fifty selections
of poetry, fiction, plays, essays, monologues,
screenplays, and speeches from some of the most
vibrant and original voices in Puerto Rican literature. *
Jack Agüeros * Miguel Algarín * Julia de Burgos * Pedro
Albizu Campos * Lucky CienFuegos * Judith Ortiz Cofer
* Jesus Colon * Victor Hern ndez Cruz * José de Diego
* Martin Espada * Sandra Maria Esteves * Ronald
Fernandez * José Luis Gonzalez * Migene GonzalezWippler * Maria Graniela de Pruetzel * Pablo Guzman
* Felipe Luciano * René Marqués * Luis Muñoz Marín *
Nicholasa Mohr * Aurora Levins Morales * Martita
Morales * Rosario Morales * Willie Perdomo * Pedro
Pietri * Miguel Piñero * Reinaldo Povod * Freddie
Prinze * Geraldo Rivera * Abraham Rodriguez, Jr. *
Clara E. Rodriguez * Esmeralda Santiago * Roberto
Santiago * Pedro Juan Soto * Piri Thomas * Edwin
Torres * José Torres * Joseph B. Vasquez * Ana Lydia
Vega From the Trade Paperback edition.

World Without Fish
Winner of the Miguel Mármol Prize, this collection of
inter-related stories delves into the life of Andi
Rowe—a young woman of Mexican and Irish
heritage—to give an intimate account of one family’s
passage from the immigrant story to the American
story, and the cycle of loss, adaptation, and
rediscovery that is innate to that experience. Set
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largely in Los Angeles’s San Gabriel Valley, and
crossing generations and borders, these stories focus
on the quiet moments between explosions, where
tension simmers just beneath the surface. From a
Border Patrol agent whose own mother crossed the
border illegally to a lonely woman seeking
companionship with her hired day-laborer, characters
seek revelation in the most ordinary of experiences,
their actions filled with humor, longing, and honesty.
In the tradition of Flannery O’Connor, Toni Margarita
Plummer explores themes of grace and redemption as
each story spirals toward a surprising but inevitable
conclusion. The Bolero of Andi Rowe, an impressive
work by an exciting new talent, offers a
compassionate look at the struggle between meeting
cultural expectations and seeking happiness, and the
sacrifices and triumphs made along the way.

Memory Mambo
A collection of short stories, with poems and essays,
addresses the theme of straddling two cultures as do
the offspring of Hispanic parents living in the United
States. Reprint.

Peregrina
In this collection of essays woven with poems and
folklore, Judith Ortiz Cofer tells the story of how she
became a poet and writer and explores her love of
words, her discovery of the magic of language, and
her struggle to carve out time to practice her art. A
native of Puerto Rico, Cofer came to the mainland as
Page 3/21

Read Book Call Me Maria Judith Ortiz Cofer
a child. Torn between two cultures and two
languages, she learned early the power of words and
how to wield them. She discovered her love for the
subtleties, sounds, and rhythms of the written word
when a Roman Catholic nun and teacher bent on
changing traditions for the better gave her books of
high literature to read, some of which were forbidden
by the church. Later, as an adult, demands from her
family and her profession made it difficult for Cofer to
find time to devote to her art, but her need and
determination to express herself led to solutions that
can help all artists challenged with the limits of time.
Cofer recalls the family cuentos, or stories, that
inspire her and shows how they speak to all artists, all
women, all people. She encourages her readers to
insist on the right to be themselves and to pursue
their passions. A book that entertains, instructs, and
enthralls, Woman in Front of the Sun will be
invaluable to students of poetry and creative
nonfiction and will be a staple in every creative
writing classroom as well as an inspiration to all those
who write.

Serafina's Promise
Semi-autobiographical poems in English about life as
a Cuban American, women's experiences, and related
topics explore the role of language in identity.

Call Me Maria
“I am learning the alchemy of grief—how it must be
carefully measured and doled out, inflicted—but I
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have not yet mastered this art,” writes Judith Ortiz
Cofer in The Cruel Country. This richly textured,
deeply moving, and lyrical memoir centers on Cofer's
return to her native Puerto Rico after her mother has
been diagnosed with late-stage lung cancer. Cofer's
work has always drawn strength from her life's
contradictions and dualities, such as the necessities
and demands of both English and Spanish, her travels
between and within various mainland and island
subcultures, and the challenges of being a Latina
living in the U.S. South. Interlaced with these far-fromcommon tensions are dualities we all share: our lives
as both sacred and profane, our negotiation of both
child and adult roles, our desires to be the person who
belongs and also the person who is different. What we
discover in The Cruel Country is how much Cofer has
heretofore held back in her vivid and compelling
writing. This journey to her mother's deathbed has
released her to tell the truth within the truth. She
arrives at her mother's bedside as a daughter
overcome by grief, but she navigates this cruel
country as a writer—an acute observer of detail, a
relentless and insistent questioner.

Call Me Maria
Stories and poems relate the daily experiences of
young Latino youth capturing their struggles with
relationships, authority figures, and identity.

Boricuas: Influential Puerto Rican
Writings - An Anthology
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Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto
Rico, where her childhood was full of both tenderness
and domestic strife, tropical sounds and sights as well
as poverty. Growing up, she learned the proper way
to eat a guava, the sound of tree frogs in the mango
groves at night, the taste of the delectable sausage
called morcilla, and the formula for ushering a dead
baby's soul to heaven. As she enters school we see
the clash, both hilarious and fierce, of Puerto Rican
and Yankee culture. When her mother, Mami, a force
of nature, takes off to New York with her seven, soon
to be eleven children, Esmeralda, the oldest, must
learn new rules, a new language, and eventually take
on a new identity. In this first volume of her muchpraised, bestselling trilogy, Santiago brilliantly
recreates the idyllic landscape and tumultuous family
life of her earliest years and her tremendous journey
from the barrio to Brooklyn, from translating for her
mother at the welfare office to high honors at
Harvard.

Reaching for the Mainland & Selected
New Poems
There is much in this book to inspire any writer to
seek more in his or her own writing: to pay attention
to sounds, smells, people, and dialogue. Because
Judith's voice is strong, offering such a real and rich
invitation, my students will listen. -Penny Kittle,
author of Write Beside Them Young-adult novelist
Judith Ortiz Cofer will inspire your high school writers
with stories and poems drawn from her childhood in
Puerto Rico and her self-invention as an American
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writer and teacher. And, in a practical Resource
section a the back of the book, Judith speaks to the
craft of writing and shares the tools she has forged to
generate ideas and help her writing speak the truth
more strongly and clearly-tools you and your students
will use again and again. BONUS: Teaching Tips by
Harvey "Smokey" Daniels, Carol Jago, and Penny
Kittle

The Line of the Sun
A KID’S GUIDE TO THE OCEAN "Can you imagine a
world without fish? It's not as crazy as it sounds. But if
we keep doing things the way we've been doing
things, fish could become extinct within fifty years. So
let's change the way we do things!" World Without
Fish is the uniquely illustrated narrative nonfiction
account—for kids—of what is happening to the world’s
oceans and what they can do about it. Written by
Mark Kurlansky, author of Cod, Salt, The Big Oyster,
and many other books, World Without Fish has been
praised as “urgent” (Publishers Weekly) and “a
wonderfully fast-paced and engaging primer on the
key questions surrounding fish and the sea” (Paul
Greenberg, author of Four Fish). It has also been
included in the New York State Expeditionary Learning
English Language Arts Curriculum. Written by a
master storyteller, World Without Fish connects all the
dots—biology, economics, evolution, politics, climate,
history, culture, food, and nutrition—in a way that
kids can really understand. It describes how the fish
we most commonly eat, including tuna, salmon, cod,
swordfish—even anchovies— could disappear within
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fifty years, and the domino effect it would have: the
oceans teeming with jellyfish and turning pinkish
orange from algal blooms, the seabirds disappearing,
then reptiles, then mammals. It describes the backand-forth dynamic of fishermen, who are the original
environmentalists, and scientists, who not that long
ago considered fish an endless resource. It explains
why fish farming is not the answer—and why
sustainable fishing is, and how to help return the
oceans to their natural ecological balance. Interwoven
with the book is a twelve-page graphic novel. Each
beautifully illustrated chapter opener links to the next
to form a larger fictional story that perfectly
complements the text.

The Cruel Country
Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun
Astrid Jones desperately wants to confide in someone,
but her mother's pushiness and her father's lack of
interest tell her they're the last people she can trust.
Instead, Astrid spends hours lying on the backyard
picnic table watching airplanes fly overhead. She
doesn't know the passengers inside, but they're the
only people who won't judge her when she asks them
her most personal questions . . . like what it means
that she's falling in love with a girl. As her secret
relationship becomes more intense and her friends
demand answers, Astrid has nowhere left to turn. She
can't share the truth with anyone except the people
at thirty thousand feet, and they don't even know
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she's there. But little does Astrid know just how much
even the tiniest connection will affect these strangers'
lives--and her own--for the better. In this truly original
portrayal of a girl struggling to break free of society's
definitions, Printz Honor author A.S. King asks readers
to question everything--and offers hope to those who
will never stop seeking real love.

Ask the Passengers
As she sits watching a seemingly perfect family and a
handsome lifeguard on the beach, a lonely, troubled
girl projects herself into the fantasy lives she has
created for them.

The Latin Deli
Cofer confronts cultural legacy and a woman's desire
“to be released from rituals” in her poetic dialectic of
survival. Cultural icons, customs and rites of passage
take root in an imagery that is lush, tropical and
piercing.

Year of the Hangman
The beliefs of a simple Puerto Rican village are
entwined with the struggles of daily life in an
immigrant community in New Jersey through the
adventures of Guzman, exiled from the village of
Salud, and his adoring niece and biographer, Marisol

The Watcher
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Even though she is teased by a boy at school for
being different, Lucy has the courage to be herself
and comes to the boy's aid when he is in need of help.

Woman in Front of the Sun
La nina seria, the serious child. That’s how Consuelo’s
mother has cast her pensive, book-loving daughter,
while Consuelo’s younger sister, Mili, is seen as
vivacious—a ray of tropical sunshine. Two daughters:
one dark, one light; one to offer comfort and
consolation, the other to charm and delight. But
something is not right in this Puerto Rican family.
Coming of age when American influence threatens to
dilute the island’s traditional Spanish customs as well
as to harm, perhaps irreparably, its fragile ecology,
Consuelo watches her family and culture being torn
asunder—much like the island itself. “A bittersweet
tale of the price one pays to reinvent the story
handed down by one’s antepasados and familia.
Consuelo is both herself and every mujer, and her
story her own and that of her island, torn between selfdiscovery and safety.” —Julia Alvarez, author of How
the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents

First Person Fiction: Call Me Maria
The extraordinary story of the first two women to
cross Antarctica The fascinating chronicle of Liv
Arnesen and Ann Bancroft’s dramatic journey as the
first two women to cross Antarctica, No Horizon Is So
Far follows the explorers from the planning of their
expedition through their brutal trek from the
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Norwegian sector all the way to McMurdo Station as
they walked, skied, and ice-sailed for almost three
months in temperatures reaching as low as -35°F, all
while towing their 250-pound supply sledges across
1,700 miles of ice full of dangerous crevasses.
Through website transmissions and satellite phone
calls, Ann and Liv, two former schoolteachers, were
able to broadcast their expedition to more than three
million students in sixty-five countries to teach
geography, science, and the importance of following
your dreams.

Call Me María
Prose and poetry of a particular immigrant experience
and also of such universal themes as the pains,
confusions, and wonders of growing up.

Triple Crown
In the 1970s the relationship between literature and
the environment emerged as a topic of serious and
widespread interest among writers and scholars. The
ideas, debates, and texts that grew out of this period
subsequently converged and consolidated into the
field now known as ecocriticism. A Century of Early
Ecocriticism looks behind these recent developments
to a prior generation's ecocritical inclinations. Written
between 1864 and 1964, these thirty-four selections
include scholars writing about the “green” aspects of
literature as well as nature writers reflecting on the
genre. In his introduction, David Mazel argues that
these early “ecocritics” played a crucial role in both
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the development of environmentalism and the
academic study of American literature and culture.
Filled with provocative, still timely ideas, A Century of
Early Ecocriticism demonstrates that our concern with
the natural world has long informed our approach to
literature.

Silent Dancing
A new novel from the award-winning author of AN
ISLAND LIKE YOU, winner of the Pura Belpre
Award.Maria is a girl caught between two worlds:
Puerto Rico, where she was born, and New York,
where she now lives in a basement apartment in the
barrio. While her mother remains on the island, Maria
lives with her father, the super of their building. As
she struggles to lose her island accent, Maria does
her best to find her place within the unfamiliar culture
of the barrio. Finally, with the Spanglish of the barrio
people ringing in her ears, she finds the poet within
herself. In lush prose and spare, evocative poetry,
Cofer weaves a powerful novel, bursting with life and
hope.

No Horizon Is So Far
Before returning to the city with her parents, a young
girl walks with her grandmother, learning about the
special feelings, places, and plants that are part of
her heritage and the Southwestern desert where
Abuelita lives.

The Cruel Country
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The Meaning of Consuelo
Presents three full-length collections of poetry by
three important Latino poets, Chicano, Puerto Rican,
and Cuban-American.

Riding Low on the Streets of Gold
Fifteen-year-old Mar¡a leaves her mother and their
Puerto Rican home to live in the barrio of New York
with her father, feeling torn between the two cultures
in which she has been raised. Reprint.

A Love Story Beginning in Spanish
Cofer confronts cultural legacy and a woman's desire
“to be released from rituals” in her poetic dialectic of
survival. Cultural icons, customs and rites of passage
take root in an imagery that is lush, tropical and
piercing.

The Poet Upstairs
"There seemed to be no way out of the custom. Her
arguments were always the same and always turned
into pleas. 'But, Ama', it's embarrassing. I'm too old
for that. I'm an adult, '" Naomi says in Helena Maria
Viramontes' story Growing. Ever since Naomi hit high
school and puberty, she began to notice that there
were too many expectations, and no one instructed
her on how to fulfill them." In her tradition-bound
family and under the thundering gaze of her father,
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Naomi struggles to stretch the limitations imposed on
her by her family, even as her mind expands along
with her changing body. Like Growing, the pieces in
this anthology for young adults reveal the struggles of
discovering a new self and the trials of leaving behind
an old one. This extraordinary collection gathers a
wealth of stories and poems that explore the
challenges of negotiating identity and relationships
with others, struggling with authority, learning to love
oneself and challenging the roles society demands of
teenagers and adults. Edited by well-known poet and
prose-writer Judith Ortiz Cofer, the collection includes
work by such leading Latino writers as Pat Mora, Jesus
Salvador Trevino, Tomas Rivera, Virgil Suarez, Jose
Marti, Viramontes and Ortiz Cofer herself. Included as
well are new voices that represent the freshness and
vigor of youth: Mike Padilla, Daniel Chacon, and Sarah
Cortez. For many students across the United States,
this text will serve as their first rewarding introduction
to diverse writers of Latino/Latina literature. This
beautiful collection gathers a wealth of stories and
poems that are studded with the challenges of
negotiating identity and learning to love the bodies
and worlds in which young adults find themselves.
Edited by well-known poet and prose writer Judith
Ortiz Cofer, the collection includes work by Pat Mora,
Nicholasa Mohr, Tomas Rivera, and Virgil Suarez.

The Bolero of Andi Rowe
A luminous novel in verse from the author of the
Jefferson Cup award winner ALL THE BROKEN PIECES.
Serafina has a secret dream. She wants to go to
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school and become a doctor with her best friend, Julie
Marie. But in their rural village outside Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, many obstacles stand in Serafina’s way-- little
money, never-ending chores, and Manman’s worries.
More powerful even than all of these are the heavy
rains and the shaking earth that test Serafina’s
resolve in ways she never dreamed. At once
heartbreaking and hopeful, this exquisitely crafted
story will leave a lasting impression on your heart.

An Island Like You
Fifteen-year-old Doris is used to taking care of herself.
Her musician parents have always spent more time
singing in nightclubs than watching after her. But
when her ailing mother goes home to Puerto Rico to
get well and pursue a singing career there, and her
father finds a new girlfriend, Doris is more alone than
she's ever been. Disconnected from her family and
her best friends, who are intertwined in terrifying
relationships with a violent classmate, Doris finds
refuge in taking care of homing pigeons on her
apartment building's roof. As Doris tries to make
sense of it all, she learns that, just like the pigeons,
she might have to fly far distances before she finds
out where she belongs.

Terms of Survival
Collection of poetry focusing on Latino culture and
domestic life.

Riding Low on the Streets Gold: Latino
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Literature for Young Adults
Fifteen-year-old Maria leaves her mother and their
Puerto Rican home to live in the barrio of New York
with her father, and feels torn between the two
cultures in which she has been raised.

A Century of Early Ecocriticism
Judith Ortiz Cofer's Pura Belpré award-winning
collection of short stories about life in the barrio! Rita
is exiled to Puerto Rico for a summer with her
grandparents after her parents catch her with a boy.
Luis sits atop a six-foot mountain of hubcaps in his
father's junkyard, working off a sentence for breaking
and entering. Sandra tries to reconcile her looks to
the conventional Latino notion of beauty. And Arturo,
different from his macho classmates, fantasizes about
escaping his community. They are the teenagers of
the barrio -- and this is their world.

If I Could Fly
"The Cruel Country is a memoir centered around the
author's journey to Puerto Rico after her mother had
been diagnosed with late stage lung cancer. The story
takes us through Cofer's journey as she sits by the
her mother's hospital bed during the last moments of
her life, through the grieving process and Catholic
funereal rites that follow her mother's death and her
return to her life in the U.S. Cofer's writerly talents
richly inform this narrative meditation on her family's
life in Puerto Rico and the States, her frantic research
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on cancer, considerations of Catholicism, family, and
culture , and much more. The book at the same time
is very much a study of cultural differences and the
balance that the author must find as a Puerto-Rican
American, not wholly part of her mother's culture. We
see this come to a head as she communicates with
doctors, participates in funeral arrangements and
sacraments, and recollects her Anglo husband John's
father's death. This very personal story about the
author's life will resonate with Cofer's legions of fans
including students and those interested in memoir,
ethnic and cultural crossings, spirituality, loss, grief,
and reconciliation"--

Terms of Survival
When a poet moves into the apartment above hers,
young Juliana asks to meet her and together they
write poems of tropical birds and a river that flows to
the sea, typing out words that change the world, if
only for a while.

Anthem (The Sixties Trilogy #3)
Writing in the diary which her father gave her,
thirteen-year-old Yara describes life with her family in
Havana, Cuba, in 1967 as well as her experiences in
Miami, Florida, after immigrating there to be reunited
with some relatives while leaving others behind.

The Year of Our Revolution
Reviewing her novel, The Line of the Sun, the New
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York Times Book Review hailed Judith Ortiz Cofer as "a
writer of authentic gifts, with a genuine and important
story to tell." Those gifts are on abundant display in
The Latin Deli, an evocative collection of poetry,
personal essays, and short fiction in which the
dominant subject—the lives of Puerto Ricans in a New
Jersey barrio—is drawn from the author's own
childhood. Following the directive of Emily Dickinson
to "tell all the Truth but tell it slant," Cofer approaches
her material from a variety of angles. An acute
yearning for a distant homeland is the poignant
theme of the title poem, which opens the collection.
Cofer's lines introduce us "to a woman of no-age"
presiding over a small store whose wares—Bustelo
coffee, jamon y queso, "green plantains hanging in
stalks like votive offerings"—must satisfy, however
imperfectly, the needs and hungers of those who
have left the islands for the urban Northeast. Similarly
affecting is the short story "Nada," in which a
mother's grief over a son killed in Vietnam gradually
consumes her. Refusing the medals and flag proferred
by the government ("Tell the Mr. President of the
United States what I say: No, gracias."), as well as the
consolations of her neighbors in El Building, the
woman begins to give away all her possessions The
narrator, upon hearing the woman say "nada,"
reflects, "I tell you, that word is like a drain that sucks
everything down." As rooted as they are in a
particular immigrant experience, Cofer's writings are
also rich in universal themes, especially those
involving the pains, confusions, and wonders of
growing up. While set in the barrio, the essays
"American History," "Not for Sale," and "The Paterson
Public Library" deal with concerns that could be those
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of any sensitive young woman coming of age in
America: romantic attachments, relations with
parents and peers, the search for knowledge. And in
poems such as "The Life of an Echo" and "The
Purpose of Nuns," Cofer offers eloquent ruminations
on the mystery of desire and the conflict between the
flesh and the spirit. Cofer's ambitions as a writer are
perhaps stated most explicitly in the essay "The Myth
of the Latin Woman: I Just Met a Girl Named Maria."
Recalling one of her early poems, she notes how its
message is still her mission: to transcend the
limitations of language, to connect "through the
human-to-human channel of art."

Abuelita's Heart
Memory Mambo describes the life of Juani Casas, a
25-year-old Cuban-born American lesbian who
manages her family's laundromat in Chicago while
trying to cope with family, work, love, sex, and the
weirdness of North American culture. Achy Obejas's
writing is sharp and mordantly funny. She
understands perfectly how the romance of exile—from
a homeland as well as from heterosexuality—and the
mundane reality of everyday life balance one another.
Memory Mambo is ultimately very moving in its
depiction of what it means to find a new and finally
safe sense of home.

When I Was Puerto Rican
From two-time National Book Award finalist Deborah
Wiles, the remarkable story of two cousins who must
Page 19/21

Read Book Call Me Maria Judith Ortiz Cofer
take a road trip across America in 1969 in order to let
a teen know he's been drafted to fight in Vietnam. Full
of photos, music, and figures of the time, this is the
masterful story of what it's like to be young and
American in troubled times.

Flight to Freedom
In 1776, the rebellion of the American colonies
against British rule was crushed. Now, in 1777-the
year of the hangman-George Washington is awaiting
execution, Benjamin Franklin's banned rebel
newspaper, Liberty Tree, has gone underground, and
young ne'er-do-well Creighton Brown, a fifteen-yearold Brit, has just arrived in the colonies. Having been
shipped off against his will, with nothing but a
distance for English authorities, Creighton befriends
Franklin, and lands a job with his print shop. But the
English general expects the spoiled yet loyal
Creighton to spy on Franklin. As battles unfold and
falsehoods are exposed, Creighton must decide where
his loyalties liea choice that could determine the fate
of a nation.

Lessons from a Writer's Life
Recipient of The New York Public Library's 1991 Best
Book for the Teen Age, a PEN citation, Martha Albrand
Award for non-fiction and a Pushcart Prize.
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